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STEPHANIE THOMPSON
THE name Jarrod Loxton is 
synonymous locally with the 
words ‘art’ and ‘murals’ after 
a busy year behind the brush 
– and spray can.

Mr Loxton took a leap of 
faith earlier this year, leaving 

his full-time job to pursue his art pas-
sion.

Highlights of Mr Loxton’s colourful 
year include a number of large-scale 
murals both locally and interstate, 
along with an exhibition in Melbourne.

Jarrod Loxton held an art exhibition 
in Loxton’s Heritage Park at the 
beginning of the year, with the event 
part of the 2023 Fringe Festival. 
PHOTO: Paul Mitchell

Jarrod’s 
painting 
the towns 
red
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WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT THROUGHOUT 2023. 
We look forward to welcoming you back in the New Year.

Rustons Distillery will be closed from 
December 24th and re-opening on January 3rd, 2024.

Merry Christmas

CHECK OUR SOCIALS AND WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION.

RZ12764

Christmas Closures Renmark Visitor Centre
Civic Centre

Renmark Public Library
Council Depot

re-open on Tuesday 2 January (2024).

Will be closed on 25 and 26 
December only. 

and public holidays. 

Sunday 24 December 10am - 2pm
Monday 25 December closed

Wednesday 27 December 10am - 2pm

Monday 1 January closed

hours or on public 
holidays, please call 
8580 3000 to talk to 

centre.

Renmark Paringa Council’s Mayor, elected members 
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“There’s exciting opportunities from 
the work I’ve been putting in because it’s 
been a massive year,” he said.

“I’ve totally stepped out of my comfort 
zone.

“It’s been a crazy, big year.”
The self-taught artist painted a mural 

on the Moorook store 20 years ago, but 
the large-scale jobs took a backseat until 
recently.

After painting a large mural on the 
former ANZ Bank building in Loxton, the 
work began trickling in.

“Each job you do is an audition for your 
next job,” Mr Loxton said.

“The murals are really on trend at the 
moment in so many different ways.

“Up until the murals, I didn’t know how 
you could be sustained (as an artist).”

The murals have seen Mr Loxton paint 
silos in Galga and murals at Mindarie-
Halidon Racecourse, Broken Hill and 
Melbourne.

“You meet lots of different people,” Mr 

Loxton said.
“I love going away and meeting new 

people. 
“Equally, people want to know your 

story. They want to know how someone 
from Loxton ends up there.”

When at home, Jarrod’s preferred 
medium is acrylic on canvas, but he start-
ing experimenting with spray cans about 
12 months ago.

“It’s a flexible medium, but you have to 
practice a lot to get it right,” he said.

“Each job I do, I get better and learn by 
mistakes.”

Mr Loxton has always enjoyed art, but 
said he never considered it as a career 
opportunity.

“It just wasn’t the done thing, I guess,” 
he said.

“Work and hospitality took over for 20 
years.

“I left my full time job in February at the 
Renmark Hotel, which was hard, because 
I enjoyed it.

“But there was always a longing to do 
art.”

After a big year, Mr Loxton said next 
year is shaping up to be just as big, if not 
bigger.

“I am really excited about next year,” 

he said.
“I have some collaborations with some 

other artists.”
Mr Loxton will also hold an exhibition 

in conjunction with fellow local artist, Lyn 
Anstey.

“Up until the murals, I didn’t know how you 
could be sustained (as an artist).”
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We would like to thank all of our clients for 
their ongoing support in 2023 and we look 

forward to seeing you all in 2024.

Our office will be closed Thursday 21st

December 2023 at 3pm and reopen 
Monday 8th January 2024 at 9am.

Phone 8586 6982 | 130 Renmark Avenue, Renmark
admin@caseypestcontrol.com.au RZ

12
74
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MOST POPULAR
Stories of 2023
As we have in years past, Th e Murray Pioneer 
has put together a collection of the year’s most 
popular stories. Some of them were impossible 

to miss, but others might surprise you.

TRIBUTES FLOWING 
FOR RHONDA 
Tributes have been flowing 
for much-loved and respected 
Riverland woman Rhonda 
Centofanti, who passed away 
on the weekend after a battle 
with cancer.

RIVERLAND 
BUSINESSES TAKING 

TOURISM WINS 
TWO Riverland 

businesses were recognised 
with two wins and a bronze 
at last week’s 2023 South 

Australian Tourism Awards.

ZANE’S LEADING 
THE WAY 

MEET the Riverland’s 
youngest CEO. At just 18 

years of age, Loxton’s 
Zane Sheffield is changing 

the way horticulturalists 
spray their crops, all while 

saving them money.

ICONIC SPECIES 
FOUND IN 
BOOKMARK CREEK
AN iconic River Murray fish 
species has been found in 
Bookmark Creek for the first 
time since 2011.

BERRI BARMERA 
CEO SEARCH 
BEGINS AGAIN
BERRI Barmera Council has 
begun looking for its fifth CEO 
in as many years following last 
week’s resignation of Dylan 
Strong.

PATER HEADED FOR 
THE TOP, TOP, TOP 

A FOOTBALLING journey that 
started in the Riverland has 

landed a former Renmark star 
a spot on an AFLW training list 

for the coming months. 

DEMOLITION DAY 
FOR OLD WESTPAC 

A NOTABLE Renmark riverfront 
building will be removed in the 

coming weeks as the council 
begins converting the area to 

an open space.

December 6

November 8 November 1

September 6 August 16

July 12 June 28

WEDNESDAY 6 DECEMBER, 2023

$3.50

YOUR Riverland voice
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b backs INSIDE:

Tributes 
flow for 
Rhonda
IT is with a heavy heart that IT is with a heavy heart that 

we inform our community we inform our community 

of the passing of our of the passing of our 

friend Councillor Rhonda friend Councillor Rhonda 

Centofanti.Centofanti.
We extend our deep-We extend our deep-

est condolences to Jack, est condolences to Jack, 

Paul and Hao, Michael Paul and Hao, Michael 

and Mary, Carla and Luke, and Mary, Carla and Luke, 

extended family and her extended family and her 

many friends. many friends. 
Rhonda was more than Rhonda was more than 

just a councillor, she was just a councillor, she was 

a pillar of our community, a pillar of our community, 

tirelessly working to make tirelessly working to make 

our region a better place our region a better place 

for all.for all.
She dedicated her time She dedicated her time 

and energy to address the and energy to address the 

needs of our residents, and 
needs of our residents, and 

to champion causes that to champion causes that 

were close to her heart.were close to her heart.

STORY PAGE 2

 Long-serving Berri Barmera councillor Rhonda Centofanti, pictured above in 2019 with now Mayor Ella Winnall, passed away last weekend after a battle with cancer. FILE PHOTO
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A L O C A L e d u c a t i o n network last week received a n  a c c o l a d e  f o r  t h e dedication of its staff and the support to early career teachers from the Riverland and beyond.
The  Ber r i  por t fo l io (Riverland) local early career teachers (ECTs) net-work was up against two other finalists at the 2023 Public Education Awards on Friday night, but was announced as the winner of Excellence in Support of Early Career Teachers Award.

The network was estab-lished to support the specif-ic needs of teachers within the Riverland – and those new to the region – to thrive in their first three years of teaching, with a strong culture of collaboration, wellbeing and professional growth.
Accepting the award with other members of the Berri portfolio, curriculum lead Alana Kitson said many people had “been involved and contributed to this award”.

“From our education director and our LET (local education team), through to principals and directors, the mentors we have in the Riverland, and of course the ECTs themselves,” she said.“As a Berri portfolio and Riverland region, we are committed to welcoming and supporti ECT

sistent and strong founda-tions, particularly in profes-sional learning, for ECTs. Our intention in the Berri portfolio is most definitely to enhance that experience.“Collaboration and well-being, and connecting with community, are such impor-tant aspects of supporting ECTs and retaining them in our region.
“Anyone who’s a teach-er… was once an early career teacher, and now more than ever it is abso-lutely essential that we are supporting, growing and building them as valued and skilled members of this wonderful profession and vocation.

“I think having an award dedicated to the support of ECTs shows the value th t

to undertake profession-al learning or purchase resources.
D e p a r t m e n t  f o r Education chief executive Professor Martin Westwell said the awards celebrate “excellence, inclusion and the incredible contributions of our educators to ignite a love of learning”.

“The Public Education Awards shine a spotlight on the incredible work of our people and the vital role they play in supporting chil-dren and young people in South Australia to learn and thrive,” he said.
“ T h e y  p r o v i d e  a n opportunity to reflect on our achievements and be proud of the work we’ve done across the state, fromh

ELYSE ARMANINI
TWO Riverland businesses were recognised with two wins and a bronze at last week’s 2023 South Australian Tourism Awards.The awards, delivered annually by Tourism Industry Council South Australia (TiCSA), aim to recognise business excel-lence and outstanding achievement in the tourism industry.

Twenty Third Street Distillery took first place in the Tourism Distilleries and Breweries category – supported by the South Australian Tourism Commission – with the winning blurb highlighting the “modern dis-tillation techniques and award-winning craft spirits”.
Big4 Renmark Riverfront Holiday Park was awarded the Voters’ Choice: Accommodation award, “confirming its status as a much-loved destination”. The park also received the bronze award for Excellence in Accessible Tourism.In a post on social media to share the news of its Voters’ Choice win, Big4 Renmarkth k d “

a great opportunity to celebrate our industry and our people”.
“We were so proud to see three businesses as finalists representing the Riverland.” She said.
“Then, on top of that, to come away with a gold, bronze and a voters’ choice award was just the icing on the cake.“Entering the Tourism Awards is much more than winning trophies, it’s about com-ing together, celebrating business excellence and all the incredible things that these opera-tors do for our visitors and our community.“A huge congratulations to our finalists and award winners. They should all be very proud.”

TiCSA CEO Shaun de Bruyn congratu-lated all of this year’s winners, medallists and finalists .
“The South Australian Tourism Awards give us a stage to showcase the excellence, innovation and dedication of our industry,” he said.
“I am pr d t

Local support network’s award for excellence

Accepting the Excellence in Support of Early Career Teachers Award were members of the Berri portfolio local ECT network Sally Wright, Mary Shannon, Ashleigh Grieger and Alana Kitson, with Department for Education chief executive, Professor Martin Westwell. PHOTO: supplied

Riverland businesses taking tourism wins

Staff from Big4 Renmark Riverfront, Twenty Third Street Distillery, Berri Riverside Holiday Park 
and Destination Riverland celebrated their achievements at the SA Tourism Awards last Friday night. PHOTO: Facebook
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NEW WINE NEW WINE
BUDDY?

DISCUSSIONS with Canadian 

alcohol industry representa-

tives regarding increased wine 

exports from South Australia 

have excited a trio of senior INSIDE:

Meet the Riverland’s 
youngest ever CEO

PHOTO: Stephanie Thompson

AT just 18 years of age, 
Loxton’s Zane Sheffield is 
changing the way horticul-
turalists spray their crops, all 
while saving them money.

After a display at the 

Paskevi l le  F ie ld  Days 
recently, Mr Sheffield’s 
custom-built weed-seeker 
sprayer is attracting interest 
from around the country.
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ALEXANDRA BULL

AN iconic River Murray fish species has 

been found in Bookmark Creek for the first 

time since 2011.
A single Murray cod was found in 

Bookmark Creek last month for the first time 

since regular fish surveys began 12 years 

ago.
Facil i tated by the Department of 

Environment and Water (DEW), the 

Sustaining Riverland Environments project is 

aiming to improve environmental conditions 

and reinstate natural habitat conditions for 

native species within the creek.
DEW senior project officer Andy Harrison 

said the department had been working with 

the South Australian Research Development 

Institute and the Riverland and Murraylands 

Landscape Board on the project to reinstate 

natural flows and restore habitat conditions 

in Bookmark Creek. 
“The project is particularly interested in 

conditions for large-bodied fish, particularly 

Murray cod ” he said.
f j t

show that the foundations of conditions and 

habitat are there at Bookmark Creek at the 

moment, even though there is literally one 

fish that has been recorded.
“The project we are going to be imple-

menting next year is going to build upon 

that and actually create some conditions that 

should be able to sustain a bigger population 

of Murray cod.” 
Mr Harrison said even though Murray 

cod are a target species for the project they 

were still “quite surprised” to find one in 

Bookmark Creek. 
 “There is an element that the recent flood 

has meant that there’s greater connectivity in 

the system, so it’s found its way in as part of 

the flood,” he said. 
“It’s stuck around long enough, so that 

does show that there are definitely the foun-

dations of a habitat that are suitable, so that’s 

really exciting for us to find that. 

“I think any more Murray cod would be 

a success for us but there’s certainly some 

really good outcomes that we are hoping to 

achieve; that faster-flowing system and better 

Iconic species found in Bookmark Creek
For the first time since 2011 a single Murray cod has been found in Bookmark Creek. 

FILE IMAGE

A STATEWIDE emergency 
s e r v i c e  a g e n c y  i s 
monitoring rising river 
levels in local communities 
with a peak expected this 
week.

Over the past four weeks 
levels have risen from 
42GL a day at the SA bor-
der to around 52GL a day 
currently.

The Depar tment  for 
Environment and Water 
(DEW) issued a High Flow 
Advice on 14 July and has 
forecast a peak flow of 
around 55GL a day in the 
first week of September, 
before levels decline.

SES chief officer Chris 
Beattie reminded people 
to take safety precautions 
when in or around the River 
Murray and to never drive 
through floodwaters.

“As the Control Agency 
for  f looding in  South 
Australia, the SES constant-
ly monitors River Murray 

water flows,” he said.
“We want to reassure the 

public that current and fore-
cast flows are not expected 
to adversely impact proper-
ties or River Murray com-
munities.

“However, it is impor-
tant people take care when 
swimming or boating on the 
river with faster water and 
increased debris causing 
potential hazards.

“ T h e  I n c i d e n t 
Management Team will 
ensure  communicat ion 
channels are established 
and up-to-date, accurate 
information is being shared 
across all agencies, stake-
holders and with the pub-
lic.”

Mr Beattie said the cur-
rent situation was “very dif-
ferent” from last year when 
the region received large 
amounts of water from New 
South Wales and Victoria. 

If the flow rate at the 

border is forecast to reach 

60GL a day the SES will 

issue a Flood Advice for 

River Murray shack areas.
DEW water delivery 

manager Chrissie Bloss 

said the peak water flow for 

the event would reach the 

South Australian border this 

week and pass over Lock 1 

around two weeks later.
“The peak flow at the SA 

border is expected to be less 

than 55GL per day, subject 

to river operations,” she 

said.
“That is a long way short 

of the 190GL per day at the 

height of the 2022/23 River 

Murray flood.
“While the current flow 

and water levels are con-

sidered a high flow, it’s not 

unusual to see these levels 

in winter and spring, when 

the Murray catchment 

receives the bulk of its rain-

fall.”  

River Murray flows 
set to peak this week

River Murray 
flows are 
set to peak 
this week. 
PHOTO: Grant 

Schwartzkopff
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ELYSE ARMANINI
BERRI Barmera Council 
has begun looking for 
its fifth CEO in as many 
years following last week’s 
resignation of Dylan Strong.

Mr Strong will finish 
at council in October, 18 
months since he took the 
role as CEO in April 2022.

He is set to become 
CEO of the Copper Coast 
Council, citing the need to 
be closer to his young fam-
ily on the Yorke Peninsula 
as the catalyst in making 
the “difficult decision” to 
resign.

“I am disappointed to 
leave Berri Barmera, as it’s 
an exciting and important 
time for the council, with 
its flood recovery, its range 
of new but worthwhile pro-
jects, and its still relatively 
new leadership group,” he 

for example, and restoring 
those roads – and accessing 
funding to do so – remains 
an ongoing challenge, but 
we’ll get there,” he said.

“The other major chal-
lenge in the current eco-
nomic  environment  i s 
cost-of-living pressure on 
families, and Berri Barmera 
Council is acutely aware of 
this, particularly given fac-
tors facing our local grape 
growers.”

While facing the chal-
lenges of the flood, Mr 
Strong said the “single big-
gest achievement” of his 
tenure was council’s flood 
preparedness response.

“The impressive com-
mitment of our staff and the 
investment made by council 
in partnership with the other 
levels of government kept 
our community safe and 
d ” h id

but at the same time we’re 
grateful for his enormous 
contribution and how he’s 
gone about his job,” she 
said.

“He’s done much of it 
while working through 
the many and varied con-
sequences of the 2022-23 
flood event.

“But at the end of the day 
family is very important and 
we understand Dylan’s deci-
sion.”

Ms Winnall said work 
had already commenced 
to fill the position, with 
elected members and staff 
“committed to minimising 
the transition time between 
CEOs”.

“We’re keen to keep 
building this momentum,” 
she said.

“So, it’s important we 
find the right person to keep 

Berri Barmera CEO 
search begins again

Berri 
Barmera 
CEO Dylan 
Strong has 
announced 
he will step 
down from 
the role in 
October, in 
order to be 
closer with 
his family 
on the Yorke 
Peninsula. 
PHOTO: 
Deirdre 
Graham

ALEXANDRA BULL
AN independent inquiry surrounding 
Riverland General Hospital’s patient release 
procedures is needed in the wake of last 
week’s death of a six-year-old Berri boy, the 
region’s state MP says. 

The call follows last week’s tragedy, when 
the boy was sent home from the Riverland 
General Hospital with influenza and subse-
quently passed away. 

It is understood a clinical review will be 
headed by a yet-to-be appointed “external 
doctor”, with Riverland Mallee Coorong 
Local Health Network (RMCLHN) officials 
saying the doctor would be based outside of 
the network.

will be properly investigated, including 
involving an external doctor to ensure inde-
pendence.” 

A spokesperson from the RMCLHN said 
“we have conducted an initial review of the 
care provided and are confident appropriate 
diagnostic and medical care was given in line 
with best practice”.

“This is a tragic loss for the family and 
community, and we offer our deepest sympa-
thies to the child’s family,” the spokesperson 
said. 

“The child’s medical records have been 
provided to the coroner and we will assist in 
any way we can.”

SA Health is unable to provide clinical

Child’s death sparks independent inquiry 
into Riverland hospital release processes...

Need for change? 
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A FOOTBALLING journey that started in the Riverland has landed a former Renmark star a spot on an AFLW training list for the coming months. 
Renmark-born Georgie Pater has been selected as one of five SANFLW stars set to join Port Adelaide as a train-on player, as the club builds towards its second season in the AFLW. 

Pater’s selection comes off the back of her most consistent season in the SANFLW to date for West Adelaide, with the 20-year-old featuring in nine games for the Bloods. The Port Adelaide selection will see her train with the Power once per week and take part in practice matches against the Crows reserves in the next few weeks.
Pater was “excited” for her first training with the squad, which took place last week

and take as much knowledge as she can back to the Bloods. “I’m definitely looking at the pro-fessionalism side of things, as well as leadership on and off the field,” she said.
“Hopefully I can take that back to West Adelaide and help them. We’ve had a couple of bad seasons so hope-fully I can take the leadership back and help them improve.“I started in under 16s there and then progressed into the senior side. “I wasn’t playing any league games until last year, and I was still in and out of the team, but then I solidifi d

mum was coaching, so she would just chuck me wherever I was needed,” she said. 
“I had one season up forward at Westies and the rest has been in the backline. 
“This year was one of my best years at Westies and I’ve definitely improved over the years.”
Pater is midway through completing the final year of an agricultural science degree, having moved to the city to undertake her studies after growing up in Renmark. 

A lot has changed in the Riverland women’s footy landscape since she left, and Pater believes the future looks bright for the region, with some prom-ising youngsters coming through. “You go back to the days where you had to play in a boy’s league and youcouldn’t pl d

sports@murraypioneer.com.au

By
BEN
LENNON

R O U N D  s e v e n  s a w Riverland Superdogs host the Great Southern Superjets at Lyrup.
The Superjets arrived with a strong line-up and kicked the day off in great spirits, with a donation of footballs to the Riverland team after hearing of the recent break in.

The Riverland again had to field an undermanned side but still managed to have quality well spread across all lines.
The first quarter had the SuperJets running over the top of the Superdogs early on, getting some quick scores on the board.

Late arrivals of players for the Riverland team proved vital to even up the contest.A late long goal from Mick Foster proved to be the only score for the Super- dogs at quarter time, while the SuperJets managed four goals for the term.The Superdogs went out with a renewed focus and up against a much larger ruck, Greg Schloithe was giving a contest, allowing the mid-fielders in Dale Lellmann, Chris Minnerds and Matt Recchia to go to work and get on top in the clearances.Mick Foster capitalised on the ball being forward with strong contested marking and ending the quarter with three goals.
The third quarter had both teams settle in for tight con-test.
The backline was well served by Stan Lowcock, 

along with the support of Darren Tieste, who was like a lightweight winning a heavy-weight battle in defence.The Dogs began to hit a groove, with strings of play fluently moving the ball from deep in defence to the for-ward line, resulting in three goals for the quarter and some of the best ball move-ment of the year.
The first three quarters of free-flowing football were played at a great pace that started to take a toll on the players.

This shifted the focus to winning the contested foot-ball and surging the ball for-ward for field position, with Ian Forsyth working his way into great areas to provide a strong target along the half forward line and providing a link up for the midfield to the forward line.
The Dogs fought the game out valiantly, but the num-bers caught up with the Dogs, with the SuperJets getting a hard-fought win.

The game was overall very competitive and played in great spirits with both teams and all players walking off the ground having a great hit out and enjoyable day.The Dogs are in action again this Sunday at Lyrup Oval from 1pm against Pooraka.
RESULTS
Superjets 14.7 (91) d Riverland 8.6 (54).
Best: M. Foster, D. Lellmann, R. Romeo, D. Kennedy, C. Minnerds, D. Tieste.
Goals: M. Foster 5, G. McDonnoll, D. Lellmann, J. Butson.

Spirited Superdogs clash

Pater headed for the top, top, top
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Renmark-
born 

Georgie 
Pater 

(left) has 
been 

selected 
as one of 

five train-
on players 

with Port 
Adelaide’s 
AFLW side 

for the 
upcoming 

months. 
PHOTO: 

supplied
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A NOTABLE Renmark riverfront building 

will be removed in the coming weeks as the 

council begins converting the area to an open 

space. 
Renmark Paringa Council on Monday 

announced Adelaide-based Royal Park 

Salvage had been awarded the tender for 

demolition of the former Westpac building at 

180 Murray Avenue, with the project sched-

uled to begin on Monday, July 10. 

Renmark Paringa Mayor Peter Hunter said 

demolition of the building was stage one of 

the project, to be followed by development 

of the site to open space. 
“The demolition of the old Westpac build-

ing is an exciting step towards expanding our 

beautiful riverfront,” Mr Hunter said.  

“We encourage the community to view 

and provide input on the design options 

when they become available in the coming 

weeks. 
“We are looking forward to hearing the 

community’s views and are committed to 

taking into consideration suggestions submit-

ted noting the current financial conditions 

council and the community are facing.”

Councillors passed a motion in February 

2022 to demolish the building, then voted to 

re-classify the location as community land in 

June 2022.
Council expects the demolition to take 

approximately three weeks, with traffic man-

agement and exclusion zones – including at 

the riverfront footpath – to be in place sur-

rounding the area during this time.

The area will then remain fenced off until 

development of the site to open space is 

completed.
Community members can provide 

feedback on the project  to council 

representatives at the upcoming Renmark 

Riverfront Markets, on July 8, and online 

throughout the demolition process. 

Further information regarding the project 

can be found by visiting the website (www.

renmarkparinga.sa.gov.au/services/major-

projects/180-murray-avenue). 

will co
6 per cent – more in total 

rate revenue under its draft 

budget, released last week. 

increases in property valu

ations.
“Capital valuation growth 

ra
“In order to achieve the 

forecast 6 per cent increase 
redevelopment of the
Westpac building site at 180 Copies  of  the  Draf t 5pm on J y

Demolition day for old Westpac 
Demolition of Renmark’s former Westpac building, at 180 Murray Avenue, is set to begin on 

Monday, July 10. 
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(08) 8586 6008
177 Fourteenth Street, Renmark SA

riverland@levelelectrical.com.au
Lic: PGE 244375

FRIDAY 2ND DEC  8AM TO 3PM
MONDAY 25TH DEC CLOSED
TUESDAY 26TH DEC CLOSED 
WEDNESDAY 27TH DEC 8AM TO 4.30PM
THURSDAY 28TH DEC 8AM TO 4.30PM
FRIDAY 29TH DEC 8AM TO 3PM
MONDAY 1ST JAN CLOSED

WE ARE ALSO ON CALL 24/7
0499 856 007

BUSINESS HOURS
Our Holiday

FROM ALL 
OF US AT 

LEVEL 
ELECTRICAL 

& DATA,
 WE WISH 

YOU A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR.
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River Life 2023

(08) 8582 4885
berrinorthmeat@gmail.com
28 Zante Road, Berri 

MON TO FRI 9am - 5.30pm 
SAT  8.30am - 11.30am

CLOSED SUN & PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

Freshly cut, quality meat and homemade smallgoods

Open 28th 29th & 30th of December

FROM THE TEAM AT BERRI NORTH MEAT STORE!

We will be closed from the 23rd of December -
27th of December and the 31st of December - 2nd of Jan

8
r
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28

FRO

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK |  EFTPOS AVAILABLE

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Business as usual from January 2nd
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Berri North

MEAT STORE

STEINERT
K.C & R.J

PTY. LTD.

Paringa S.A

Closed Public Holidays only.  
Normal trading hours: 8am to 4pm

85955063
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Christmas Closure
BERRI OFFICE
BERRI LIBRARY 
BARMERA LIBRARY

BERRI VISITOR 
INFORMATION  
CENTRE

These offices will close at 2.00pm Friday

2 December 202 and reopen at  

9.00am Tuesday January 202

Wil l  be closed on 25  26  December only.
Open: Weekdays 9 .00am to 5.00pm  

Saturdays 9 .00am to 2 .00pm 

Sundays and Publ ic Hol idays 10 .00am to

2.00pm

COUNCIL DEPOT Will close at 4.00pm Friday 1 December 202

and reopen at 7.00am Tuesday January 202

For all urgent matters throughout the Christmas closure period, please call 8582 1922.  

On behalf of the Mayor, Councillors and Staff of Berri Barmera Council, 
e would like to wish our community 

 and a appy and healthy New Yeah r. 

ORANGE BINS 
SCRAPPED 
WAIKERIE’S iconic orange bins 
will soon be unusable, with a 
local council agreeing to turn 
them into street art instead. 

MUM’S THE WORD 
ONE local girl is guaranteed 
not to have the same dress 
as anyone else attending 
Riverland proms this week – 
because her mum made it.

AFTER 43 YEARS, 
PORKY CLOCKS OFF 

EARLYBIRDS across Berri 
Barmera may have noticed 

the absence of a familiar 
figure in recent weeks.

THIEVES STEAL 
WAIKERIE’S 
WELCOMING 
PELICANS  
THIEVES have stolen five pelican 
sculptures from Waikerie’s 
iconic welcome wall on the 
eastern entrance into the town. 

TOP NOD FOR 
LOXTON SMALL 

BUSINESSES AND 
EMPLOYEES 

SOME of Loxton’s top employees 
and small businesses were 
acknowledged at a special 

dinner on Saturday night.

November 22
November 29

October 4

July 19

JUNIOR EDUCATION 
KEY FOR DR ESKE 
A RIVERLAND doctor has been 
recognised with an award for his 
contributions to prevocational 
medical education and training in 
the region.

September 13

May 24
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SUPPLY & INSTALL 

WATER FILTRATION

MAX
FILTER

FILTRATION

WAIKERIE’S iconic orange bins 

will soon be unusable, with a 

local council agreeing to turn 

them into street art instead. 
At last Wednesday’s District 

Council of Loxton Waikerie 

meeting,  elected members 

agreed to replace the orange 

waste bins in Waikerie’s main 

street with stainless steel and 

plastic bins, following a number 

of safety risks with the iconic 

bins.
In a report to councillors, 

infrastructure services director 

Greg Perry said the bins were 

identified as a “significant risk” 

due to sharp objects and needle 

stick injuries.
“The potential risk of injury is 

when emptying the waste bins, 

because it must be done by hand 

and the only thing that holds the 

deposited waste in the orange 

bin is a garbage bag,” he said.
“The waste garbage bags are 

relatively weak and susceptible 

to tearing from sharp objects and 

(the)  shear weight of deposited 

waste.”
At the meeting, councillors 

Gary Pfeiler and Sonia Fowler 

moved the recommendation for 

council to allocate $52,000 to 

replace the orange waste bins 

in the Waikerie main street pre-

cinct.
The bins will be replaced 

with 10 stainless steel ‘wei 

kari’ moth-style bins, while the 

remainder will be plastic waste 

bins and stands.
In the report, it stated that 

the Waikerie Ramco Grounds 

Committee was conscious the 

orange bins are symbolic to the 

town.
“The idea to close the top and 

turn them into a sculpture piece 

was supported,” the report said.
“The Rotary Club of Waikerie 

has agreed to modify six iconic 

orange bins that will remain as 

street art.”

Orange bins 
get scrapped

The 
proposed 
replacement 
bins for 
Waikerie. 
PHOTO: 
supplied

Loxton 
Waikerie 

councillors 
last week 
agreed to 

replace 
the orange 

waste 
bins in 

Waikerie’s 
main 

street, 
PHOTO: 

Paul 

McCormick

Future traffic will still come on through

The Sturt Highway, but here’s the Feds’ view:

As it’s all Truro bound,

There’s one option (we’ve found):

Drive to Blanchetown and wait in the queue.

TERRY’S TAKE
A LIMERICK BY TERRY MARTER

PAGE 4 Bypass cancelled

BACK TO 
SCHOOL: 
Renmark 

Paringa Council 
representatives 
were last week 
given a tour of 

St Francis of 
Assisi College, 

in Renmark 
PHOTOS: supplied 

WEDNESDAY 29 NOVEMBER, 2023

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice

WEDNESDAY 29 NOVEMBER, 2023

$3 00

YOUR Riverland voice
Renmark 

Christmas Pageant
RETURNS

DEC 1

What’s your plan when your family needs you?

Tonight’s
the night
THE highly anticipated THE highly anticipated prom week is finally prom week is finally 
here, with senior here, with senior 
students from three students from three 
Riverland high schools Riverland high schools set to celebrate. set to celebrate. 

Loxton High School Loxton High School 
year 12 students year 12 students 
Jenna Vowles and Jenna Vowles and 
Piper Gibbs (pictured), Piper Gibbs (pictured), both 17, are eagerly both 17, are eagerly 
anticipating tonight’s anticipating tonight’s 
event at The Precinct.event at The Precinct.

“I’m looking forward “I’m looking forward to dressing up and to dressing up and 
putting everything putting everything 
together,” Piper said.together,” Piper said.

Renmark High Renmark High 
School’s formal will School’s formal will 
be tomorrow night, be tomorrow night, 
followed by Berri followed by Berri 
Regional Secondary Regional Secondary 
College on Friday.College on Friday.
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PAUL MITCHELL
EARLYBIRDS across  Berr i Barmera may have noticed the absence of a familiar figure in recent weeks.

Brian ‘Porky’ Danvers has retired after 43 years with the council, drawing the curtain on 5am starts, assiduous routines and a resolve to doing the best job pos-sible.
Porky started in an irrigation position with Barmera Council in 1980, pre-amalgamation, later becoming a supervisor, then a gar-dens team leader, before returning to irrigation. His final role has been taking care of council’s parks and picnics areas, plus its hand-water-ing program.

An avowed morning person, Porky said starting work early – his choice – was a “win-win-win” arrangement.
“There’s no traffic and very few people around at 5am,” he explained.
“Because at other times, you could have five plant boxes to water along Kay Avenue, and there’d be no one in the entire street, except for one person who pulled up right next to that plant, rather than either side.

“In that case, you have to kart water around and it takes a lot longer.“So, it’s a win for me, because I’m an early riser, it’s a win for council because the work gets done 

efficiently. and it’s a win for the public because they don’t have to put up with a tractor or ute or water kart in their way.”
The kindness of former long-serving Barmera town clerk Arthur Chiles set Porky on the path to a lengthy council career – and to overcoming a lifelong hearing loss condition.

Born premature and weighing less than a kilogram, Porky says he was told he was the “second small-est surviving baby born at Barmera Hospital”.
Learning difficulties relating to the hearing problem saw him leave school at 14 and eventually land a regular gig mowing Mr Chiles’ lawn – and doing a good job of it.“Mr Chiles said ‘I’ve been told you have a bit of a hearing prob-lem?’,” Porky said.

“I said, ‘Yes, Mum and Dad can’t afford to pay for a hearing aid, that’s why my schooling was no good, because I couldn’t hear the teacher’.
“Mr Chiles said ‘Right, you go and get your hearing tested, get the cost of some hearing aids and let me know’.
“So I did that, I got a job in the gardens for council, and they paid for my first set of hearing aids. I just paid council back out of my wages over the next two or three years.”

In recent times, Porky’s weekly routine has been relatively static, 

from watering Berri’s garden beds and checking riverfront barbecues on Mondays, through to his other designated daily tasks.He said becoming familiar with some of his fellow early-morning folk – out walking or jogging – had been one of his favourite parts of the job, along with the camaraderie of his workmates.
Less enjoyable has been an increase in work-related “paper-work” and a changing public atti-tude to councils, the latter often challenged by Porky.

“It doesn’t matter where you are, you often hear people saying nega-tive things about council, but they never tell you any good things,” he said.
“For example, Barmera has had a lot of improvements since amal-gamation.
“The lakefront is fantastic, and the Berri and Barmera cemeteries 

are brilliant. It costs the council a lot of money to look after those cemeteries.
“I think amalgamation was great for Barmera. We were struggling big time before then, struggling to get things done.”
Porky said the advent of the Barmera Playspace was a high-light of his career, while the pesky leaves along Barmera’s Sturt Street median strip have long been a bug-bear.

He started at council in some-thing of a golden era for long-serv-ing employees, alongside people like ‘Snowy’ Neindorf, Robert Drogemuller and John Miller.“Council worked a bit different-ly back in those days,” he said.“If council had a big project happening on the road, and they were a truck driver short, they’d say ‘You go and drive that truck’. Two weeks later we could have a 

special event, like a pageant, and they’d so ‘You go and help with the pageant’.
“Now it’s split, and people are more specialised.”
Finishing work early every day allowed Porky to work on his one-time passion, golf, and he once hit the course for 84 consecutive days to edge his handicap under 10 (his lowest handicap was five and his best round at Barmera was a 73).However, in his retirement the 60-year-old hopes to “sleep in a bit more”, work around the poul-try-friendly Barmera property he shares with partner Jo, and contin-ue his quest to find the Riverland’s best chicken schnitzel.“We go around the Riverland, checking out different menus, to see who’s got the best one,” he said.

“They’ve got to have mushroom gravy.”

After 43 years, 
Porky clocks off

Retiring Berri Barmera Council employee Brian ‘Porky’ Danvers (centre) with former council CEO Dylan Strong 
and current manager of infrastructure and operations David Pluckhahn. PHOTO: supplied

Council’s complete carparkRENMARK Par inga Economic D l

Renmark 
Paringa 

Council has 
completed 

constru ti

p
Trade and Investment. There are some wonde

organisations in the State, and I’ve been privileged 

to meet with so many great South Australian 

family businesses. I am pictured below with Paul 

from Compass Feeds in Mount Compass and 

Member for Finniss David Basham MP.

Regional Capability Community Fund

I am encouraging locals to apply for the Regional 

Capability Community Fund (RCCF), which has 

been established to improve community safety 

and capability to respond to fire emergencies. 

Eligible applicants include individual farmers, 

farming businesses or rural landholders and 

rural community groups. For more information 

on the fund please visit our website for further 

information about the RCCF program, including 

How to Apply https://www.cfs.sa.gov.au/farms. 

Applications close Friday, 4 August 2023

Enabling Infrastructure Program 

The Enabling Infrastructure Program is now open 

with grants from $50,000 minimum up to $1 

million available. To be eligible the applicant must 

be a legal entity, the key driver of the project and 

have an Australian Business Number (ABN) and 

registered for GST. The funding will be considered 

for projects that can demonstrate delivery 

against the majority of the program objectives 

which include value-added investment in priority 

community infrastructure that improves quality 

of life and / or attracts and retains people in our 

regions, enabling infrastructure to attract and 

retain business (goods and services) in region and 

support a strong regional economy, collaboration 

with other projects, programs or initiatives, 

has broad regional community benefit and has 

considered latent and future demand. Interested 

applicants are required to submit an Expression 

of Interest (in the Stage 1 process by 12 noon on 

9 August 2023. For more information I encourage 

you to visit www.pir.sa.gov.au/funding_and_

support/funding/thriving_regions_fund. 

Nominations for the 

Australian of the Year Awards

There are so many who deserve to be recognised 

for the extraordinary impact they have in our 

Riverland community. They may be a quiet 

achiever, a community hero, a volunteer, an 

advocate, a leader in their field of work, an 

entrepreneur or a changemaker. Nominations for 

the Australian of the Year Awards are currently 

open, and I am encouraging you to submit a 

nomination – all it takes is one nomination from 

the public for someone to be in the running 

for Australian of the Year.  To nominate, visit 

/nominate by 31 July

CHRISTINE WEBSTER 

THE daughter of Waikerie racing legend 

Wally ‘Toby’ Francombe says the 

Riverland Enduro, held last weekend in 

honour of her late father, has inspired her 

to take on a driving role.
Maree Francombe, 25, was her dad’s 

navigator and grew up on the off-road rac-

ing circuit.
She said the race was a memorable 

experience for her and the family.

“It was awesome, what really touched 

me is that I got to wave the checkered 

flag,” Ms Francombe said. 
The flag she used to wave buggy drivers 

over the finish-line on Saturday was the 

same one she used at her father’s funeral 

in April.
Ms Francombe said being a spectator at 

the annual enduro was an unusual experi-

ence for her, especially without her legend-

ary dad.
“It was weird, I was a bit itchy on the 

other side of the fence,” she said. 

“I just wanted to get out there, it was 

such a good event, but I just missed my 

dad the whole time.”
Ms Francombe is considering dusting 

off her father’s old Mallee Master buggy 

to drive in enduros with her mum, Belinda 

Rogers, as navigator.
She is keen to practice the skills Mr 

Francombe taught her behind the wheel 

from when she was a child. 
Family members who attended the 

enduro in memory of Mr Francombe also 

included Ms Rogers, his mum Maureen 

Sullivan and sister Karlene Maywald, 

chairperson of Cancer Council SA and for-

mer Chaffey MP from 1997 to 2010.  
PAGE 42 Enduro report 

2023 memorial race 

inspires daughter to 

get behind the wheel

Waikerie racing legend the late Wally ‘Toby” 

Francombe with his daughter Maree who 

was his co-driver and is “itching” to get 

behind the wheel of his old buggy. 

PHOTO: supplied

CHRISTINE WEBSTER

THIEVES have stolen five 

pelican sculptures from 

Waikerie’s iconic welcome 

wall on the eastern entrance 

into the town. 
Rotary Club of Waikerie 

community director Richard 

Hall said the wall was 

designed in two parts to 

resemble a cliff with a river 

running through it, symbol-

ised by the road motorists 

travel on. 
He said two pelicans were 

taken from the left part of 

the wall and three from the 

right section. 
The letter L was also 

taken from the left part of 

the wall and the large Rotary 

sign and logo removed from 

the right. 
Mr Hall said the thieves’ 

actions were “disappoint-

ing”, as the Rotary Club 

had contributed $15,000 and 

hundreds of volunteer hours 

towards construction of the 

walls, made in 2005 from 

Waikerie stone.
The club also received 

a Loxton Waikerie council 

community grant for the pro-
ject. 

Mr Hall said the pelicans 

had been added after the 

construction.
Loxton Waikerie council 

director of infrastructure ser-
vices Greg Perry said remov-
ing these items from the 

walls would take some time. 
“They were held on by 

some steel rods,” he said.
“They have either done 

it with a hand hacksaw or a 

type of electrical reciprocat-
ing saw,” he said. 

Mr Hall said Rotary still 

had files of the original blue-

print of the pelican sculp-

tures made by a Waikerie 

artist, which would enable 

them to be replaced.
Loxton Waikerie council 

have reported the theft to 

police.
Both the Waikerie Rotary 

Club and Loxton Waikerie 

council are appealing to 

those responsible to think 

about the impact of their 

actions and return the peli-

cans and other items. 
“We would definitely be 

happy to receive the pelicans 

back,” Mr Perry said.
“We could then reattach 

them and make it harder to 

get them off.”
Anyone with information 

about the incident is urged to 

contact council by emailing 

council@lwdc.sa.gov.au or 

phoning 8584 8000. 

Thieves steal Waikerie’s 
welcome sign pelicans 

The thieves stole the letter L from the Welcome to
to the town. PHOTOS: supplied

Waikerie 
Rotarians 
raised 
funds to 
construct 
the 
Welcome 
to Waikerie 
walls in 
2005 and 
volunteered 
hundreds of 
hours.  
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ELYSE ARMANINI

A RIVERLAND doctor has 

been recognised with an 

award for his contributions 

to prevocational medical 

education and training in the 

region.
Dr Hamish Eske, a gen-

eral practitioner at Renmark 

Medical Clinic, was award-
ed the Confederation of 

P o s t g r a d u a t e  M e d i c a l 

E d u c a t i o n  C o u n c i l s 

(CPMEC) 2023 SA Clinical 

Educator of the Year.
Dr Eske said receiving the 

award last month was “quite 

a nice surprise” and unex-
pected.

“It’s something I never 

thought I’d get anywhere 

near, to be honest,” he said.
“It just wasn’t on the 

radar.”
As Director of Clinical 

Training (DCT) with the 

River land Academy of 

Clinical Excellence (RACE), 

Dr Eske takes the education 

of post graduate year (PGY) 

1 and 2 doctors as a profes-
sional priority.

“It’s a really important 

thing because we all see the 

shortages of rural doctors 

around our region and many 

others as well,” he said.
“That’s looking like it’s 

only going to get worse in 

the future, with all the sta-
tistics we get presented with 

for aging GP populations and 

lower numbers of doctors 

choosing general practice – 

especially in the country.
“Any opportunity to train 

j nior doctors in a rural set-

cialist care. We don’t want 

that to slide even further.”
The  RACE program 

allows opportunities for 

junior doctors to come to a 

regional setting “a lot earlier 

than they would normally” 

and are not relied upon to 

work exorbitant  hours, 

according to Dr Eske.
“They can come out in 

their intern year – their first 

year after university – and 

get a five-year contract and 

time to come out in a coun-
try area,” he said.

“They don’t have to work 

120 to 130 hours a fort-
night, they work around 80 

hours, which is much more 

normal. They have the time 

to get into the community 

and enjoy it, and to get to 
they

tors earlier to give them 

enough time to stabilise and 

experience everything.”
Dr Eske is now in the run-

ning for the overall Trans-

Tasman award – along 

with other state and terri-

tory winners – which will 

be announced at the 2023 

Australian and New Zealand 

Prevoca t iona l  Medica l 

Education Forum in Perth 

this November.
“Just to get the South 

Australian award was a mas-

sive thing for myself and 

the team here at the medi-

cal education unit.,” Dr Eske 

said.
“I don’t come at it with 

any expectations at all, but 

if we get the national award 

it would be great recognition 
d i ith

Junior education key for Dr Eske

RIVERLANDERS have been reassured that 

downstream levee breaches are isolated to 

the Lower Murray region.
Persistent strong winds late last week saw 

seven levee breaches, prompting the State 

Liberals to warn that other areas along the 

SA stretch of the river were “at risk”.

However, despite high current flows and 

memories of the 2022-23 flood still fresh in 

locals’ minds, SA Water Minister Dr Susan 

Close late yesterday allayed any local fears.

“While I understand the heightened alert 

from the community following the flood 

events from 2022-23, this level of flow 

creates no cause for alarm for the broader 

community,” Dr Close said in a ministerial 

statement.
“This type of flow is most common in 

winter-spring when the Murray catchment 

receives the bulk of its rainfall.”
Dr Close confirmed the Lower Murray 

Reclaimed Irrigation Area was hit hard, 

with strong southerly winds of up to 72km/h 

rapidly raising water levels by 400-500mm 

in under 24 hours. Overnight on Thursday, 

seven levees overtopped as a result of a 

“wind seiche”.
“Two government-owned levees at Long 

Flat and Pompoota, and four privately-

owned levees at Kilsby, Westbrook, Toora, 

and Glen Lossie were overtopped,” Dr 

Close explaind.
“A privately owned levee at Placid also 

breached following overtopping. These lev-

ees were already vulnerable following the 

devastating impact of the 2022-23 River 

Murray flood event.”
Immediately following last week’s 

drama, Riverland-based MLC, Dr Nicola 

Centofanti, the SA Opposition spokesperson 
d l pairs

had been “ignored”.
“The breached levees are a massive 

Malinauskas Labor Government failure and 

now we have huge concerns other areas 

could be at risk,” she said.
“We know the river has been rising, 

so why haven’t these levees been prop-

erly maintained to ensure farmers and their 

crops are protected from ruin?
“(Premier) Peter Malinauskas must focus 

on our regions for once and order an urgent 

audit of all levees to ensure they are sound 

and those that have been compromised must 

be reinforced.”
Mid Murray Council believes last week’s 

breaches were largely irrelevant for its 

community, which was particularly badly 

impacted by the floods.
A council spokesperson said Mid 

Murray’s temporary levees built for the 

2022/23 River Murray flood have mostly 

been removed and therefore were unim-

pacted by the recent event.
“It is council’s understanding that the 

levees that were overtopped or breached in 

the Lower Murray were private levees or 

government-owned levees,” the spokesper-

son said.
Chaffey MP Tim Whetstone said he was 

aware of reports of farmers being “ignored” 

by the State Government after raising con-

cerns about the strength of the levee bank 

system.
Dr Close said while the River Murray 

had been experiencing a high-flow event, 

with flow at the South Australian border 

recently peaking at around 53GL/day, the 

flow rate was decreasing and was expected 

to fall to approximately 31GL/day over the 

coming week.

The Riverland’s Dr Hamish Eske was recently named the 

2023 SA Clinical Educator of the Year. PHOTO: supplied

Levee breaches are 
‘no cause for alarm’

Now in 
your area

Aged Rights Advocacy Service (ARAS) supports older people and/or their legal representatives who are:• living in residential aged care or a retirement village• receiving Commonwealth Home Support Programme (CHSP)   or Home Care Package (HCP) services• at risk of, or experiencing, abuse from family or friends.Advocacy • Information • Education • SupportAddress: 9/46-52 Ocean Street Victor Harbor SA 5211 (access from Coral Street - By appointment only) Tel: (08) 8232 5377 or toll-free 1800 700 600Website: www.sa.agedrights.asn.au
ARAS is funded by the Australian Government

Aged Rights Advocacy Service (ARAS) supports older people (and/or their legal representatives) who are:• living in residential aged care or a retirement village• receiving or seeking to receive Commonwealth Home Support Programme (CHSP) or Home Care Package (HCP) services• at risk of, or experiencing, abuse from family or friends.Advocacy • Information • Education • SupportAddress: 21 Denny Street, Berri SA 5343 (By appointment only)Tel: (08) 8232 5377 or toll-free 1800 700 600Website: www.sa.agedrights.asn.au
ARAS is funded by the Australian Government.

MR2476

Now in 
your area aged rights advocacy service inc.

177 Fourteenth St, Renmark SA 5341https://renmark.laserelectrical.com.au
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HOW ABOUT 5 DAYS?

STEPHANIE THOMPSON
SOME of Loxton’s top employees and small businesses were acknowledged at a special dinner on Saturday night.The Rotary Club of Loxton held its annual Pride of Workmanship Awards at the Loxton Club with over 200 people in attendance.Rotary Club of Loxton’s Paula Nitschke said 28 Loxton locals were acknowledged for their workmanship.
“It was lovely that the Loxton community as a whole got behind the individuals and the small businesses and made an effort to nomi-nate,” she said.

“What was really interesting to me also 

was that a lot of those small businesses had never been nominated before.“So there was quite a few new people to the Pride of Workmanship, and that was lovely.”
Mrs Nitschke hoped the enthusiasm from Saturday night continues into future Pride of Workmanship Awards in coming years. Keynote speaker, and Nine Network reporter, Ben Avery congratulated employees and business owners on their success and spoke about his eventful career. Due to raffle ticket sales and a contribu-tion from Rotary, $1000 was raised for the Red Tree Foundation (SIDS and Kids SA), which was Mr Avery’s chosen charity.

Top nod for Loxton small businesses and employees

ra Porter (Loxton Cleaning 
) nd Stephen Schulz (Schulz Repairs and Sales). Absent: Greg and 

Donna Coombs (Rusty Spoon Cafe). PHOTOS: Stephanie Thompson

)y Duan  Williams, Greg Kent, Peter 
el. Front: Briony Rudiger, Jan Cass, Thomas Pilgrim, Dianne Smith, Kerry 

Hopper, Lisa Schlein, Nicolle Briers and Lesley McDonald. Absent: Skye Beauchamp and Jake Will.

5SUMMER HOLIDAY & CHRISTMAS GREETINGS LIFTOUT 
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River Life 2023

Providing personalised,  
professional tax and  
accounting services

Phone 
8584 7850

Michael, Faye and family wish all 
clients and friends a Blessed  Christmas 
and a safe and prosperous new year
Our office will be 
closing Thursday, 
December 21st 
and re-opening 
Monday, January 
8th, 2024
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We will be closed from 
2.30pm Friday, December 22nd, 
2023 and will reopen 8.30am 
Monday, January 8th, 2024.

Riverland Treated Pine 
would like to wish all 
their valued customers 
a Happy Christmas 
and we look forward 
to seeing you 
again in 2024. 

236 Balfour Ogilvy Ave.

Loxton North

8584 1282
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Office closed 23rd Dec and re-opening 8th January, 2024.

Happy Holidays from the G.J Gardner Homes Team

RZ12737

161 Renmark Avenue, 
Renmark SA 5341

 T 8303 9188
michael@rivcl.com.au

Michael and the team at Riverland Legal & Conveyancing 
thank their clients for their support and wish everyone a 

joyous holiday season and a prosperous New Year.

We are closing at 5pm on Thursday, 21 December, 2023 
and reopening at 9am on Monday, 8 January, 2024.

Commercial & Business Law
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LACHLAN DAND
IN the latter stages of 2022 the 
Riverland was hit with a significant 
flood, causing many businesses to 
close down and forcing some to evacu-
ate their homes.

The flood raged on from the late stag-
es of spring, right through until the end 
of the summer season, leaving a mass 
trail of destruction for Riverlanders to 
recover from.

Local photographer Grant 
Schwartzkopff – who has been photo-
graphing events all over the Riverland 
since 2010 – begun capturing images 
of the flooding, and created three books 
from the event.

“Initially it didn’t start out as a book, 
because in the early stages it wasn’t 
going to be a flood, it was supposed to 
be a high-water event, similar to what 
we had in 2016,” he said.

“As the flooding event got closer, 
the water had started to spread out, 
so I just started to take photos, and I 
thought they’re nice photos, and they’ll 
make good panoramas.

“It was quite amazing to watch the 
water spread, and all of a sudden it 
became a flood event, and I thought 
well maybe I’ll keep taking photos.

“So, I started going out just about 
every day, and I’d go to places such 
as Bert Dix Park in Paringa by the 
bridge, or go down to Thiele’s Sandbar, 

Twentyfirst Street, or to hospital bridge 
and put the drone up”.

The inspiration to create a book came 
from Grant’s mother, who along with 
other Riverland locals, encouraged him 
to collate his photos.

“It was actually my mum who said to 
me I think you need to put all of these 
photos into a book,” he continued.

“She’d dragged out all of her 1956 
flood books, which were from the last 
major event.

“She said in 70 years’ time if we get 
another flood like this, people are going 
to want to have a book to look at and 
compare.

“There were a lot of comments com-
ing through on Facebook from photos 
that I had posted saying ‘I hope you do 
a book’.”

Grant said he was unaware of how 
long the flooding would last, and the 
nature of the event.

“I sat down on the computer, put it 
all together and added the names of 
places with a little background story 
for each place so it would be easy for 
people down the track to identify them,” 
he said.

“Initially it was only going to be one 
book but it was so big we actually 
couldn’t bind it together properly.

“After that I went back home and 
deleted some of the photos, trying to 
de-size the book from its original copy, 

but that meant it lost its shape and 
continuity.

“It didn’t flow together all that well if 
I took out too many photos, so we just 
made more books.”

Grant took a sense of pride in the 
fact he was able to document enough 
photos to tell the true story of the flood-
ing situation.

“In the next big flood, they’ll be able 
to drag out my books and compare 
them to what they might be going 
through, like we tried to with 1956,” he 
said.

“Originally my plan was to just take 
photos. I thought it was wise to get a 
record of the floods, because the 1956 
books exist, but there aren’t many.

“Another problem is they’re all in 
black and white, and they didn’t have 
the range of technology we have now so 
the photos aren’t as good.

“Virtually I just wanted to do a docu-
mentation of the flood, not necessarily 
for us now, but for future generations to 
look back on.”

Grant’s photos range from approxi-
mately August through to February, cap-
turing many towns across the Riverland 
region including Renmark, Berri, Loxton, 
Waikerie, and many more.

Some areas were limited due to road 
closures, with Loxton proving a difficult 
town to access due to the closure of 
Bookpurnong Road in November.

Capture the rising river: 
a look back at the Riverland fl ood

“It was quite 
amazing to watch 
the water spread, 

and all of a sudden 
it became a fl ood 

event, and I thought 
well maybe I’ll keep 

taking photos.
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River Life 2023

Christmas
Merry

AND A SAFE 

      PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

To all our grower partners 
and our loyal customers,

 we wish you a

LZ15492

Bookpurnong Terrace, Loxton
Phone 

8584 6062

email: munnsautomarine@bigpond.com

Closing December 22nd and 
reopening January 15th, 2024.

Steve, Joy, Jarrod and families 
extend Christmas greetings

to all their valued clients and friends.

MUNN’S AUTO & 
MARINE SERVICES   

Bookpurnong Terrace, LoxtonBookpurnong Ter
ne Phon

8584 60626

email: munnsautomarine@bigpond.com

MUNN S AUTO & 
MARINE SERVICES
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20 Crawford Terrace, Berri SA 5343 | Phone 8582 2796

Tankard Dental Riverland would like to wish the Riverland 
Community a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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DATE
Monday 25th CLOSED - CHRISTMAS

CLOSED - BOXING DAY
9am - 5pm
9am - 5pm

CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Tuesday 26th

Wednesday 27th

Thursday 28th

Friday 29th

Saturday 30th

Sunday 31st

BERRI LOXTON WAIKERIE

Monday 1st

CLOSED CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

9am - 5pm

Closing December 22, 2023.
Re-opening January 2, 2024.

Merry Christmas & thank you 
to all our clients for your 
support in 2023. We look 

forward to seeing you all in 2024.

0438 374 655
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7SUMMER HOLIDAY & CHRISTMAS GREETINGS LIFTOUT 

“As the flooding increased, more 
and more areas got cut off, so it was 
quite challenging because there wasn’t 
access available,” he said.

“I started off by taking photos of 
Renmark, solely because I knew the 
area really well and I knew the best 
spots to be in.

“When the water went downstream, I 
got more of Berri, Loxton, Bookpurnong 
Road, Moorook, Waikerie, and even 
Morgan.

“Loxton was a bit of a hard one 
because the access roads got cut off, 
so I couldn’t really get anywhere there, 
so I put the drone up a bit.

“Waikerie was also difficult, because 
it spread out over the flats and not the 
hills, so there wasn’t really a lot to take 
photos of.”

The books, titled Murray in Flood 
(and the river rose), Murray in Flood 
(and the river kept rising), and 
Panoramic Images of the Murray in 
Flood are still available, and have been 
purchased by a wide range of people.

“We’ve had people request books 
from Victor Harbor, Port Augusta, and 
even Stawell in Victoria, it’s been such 
a wide range of regions.

“It’s blown me away with how many 
have been sold, initially I was worried 
about selling 10 of each because that’s 
all I had printed, it’s just incredible.”

Books are still being printed, and 
can be ordered by messaging Grant’s 
Facebook page, or on his website (www.
gswatty.smugmug.com/). 

“I’m glad I’ve documented it, 
because it became a really major 
event.”

“It makes me feel good that we have 
a record in a book of the event, so that 
people down the track can have a look 
at what the Riverland went through.”



River Life 2023

2 Bookpurnong Road, Loxton

PHONE 8584 7505

Quality &
Professional
Service to

Riverland &
Mallee 

Customers

Repairer for all insurance companies:
• Private and insurance work • Major and minor body repairs

 • Collection and delivery service • Courtesy vehicles

• Prompt, efficient and quality workmanship • Windscreen replacements

• Interior and exterior detailing • Restoration work

24 HOUR TOWING
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Cnr Badcoe & Starcevich 
Roads, Loxton

Phone 8584 7580

BUYERS: SCRAP STEEL, NON FERROUS METALS
Recycling Ice Stock feed

Matthew and staff wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

We will be closed from 3pm Friday 22rd December, 
and will re-open on Wednesday 27th December.

Seasons Greetings
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LOXTON 
ICEWORKS & 
RECYCLING

CHRISTMAS 
HOURS:

Closed from 
December 22nd

to January 8th

&

OFFICE: 0403 587 562   |   CAROLINE: 0421 211 044  
caroline@directionalfinance.com.au        50 Bookpurnong Terrace, Loxton SA 5333

BOOK A CONSULTATION
Need Finance advice? We’re here to help!

CONTACT US TODAY!

We wish Riverlanders 
and customers a
MERRY CHRISTMAS           

HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Tony, Tania, Caleb, Ben & 
Todd wish all clients 
and friends a safe and 
Happy Christmas and 
best wishes for the 
New Year.

We will be closed from 
Friday 22nd December
and reopening on 
Wednesday 3rd January, 2024.

, Ben & Ben &
ts 
and
nd 

024.

Phone Tony & Tania Klix 8584 7555

Servicing all Riverland areas
LZ15494

(08) 8588 2363
20 Barwell Ave,Barmera
alliancepharmacy.com.au

Wishing Everyone
A

And a Happy New Year!
Merry Christmas

Saturday 23.12.22 9:00am-12:00pm
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED

CLOSED
CLOSED

Sunday 24.12.22
Monday 25.12.22
Tuesday 26.12.22

Wednesday 27.12.22
Thursday 28.12.22

Sunday 31.1.23

Friday 29.12.22

Monday 1.1.23

Saturday 30.12.22

Tuesday 2.1.23

9:00am-5:30pm

9:00am-5:30pm

9:00am-5:30pm
9:00am-5:30pm

9:00am-12:00pm

COME VISIT US DURING OUR CHRISTMAS 
OPENING HOURS

RIVERLife 20238

FLOOD Timeline

12 OCTOBER 2022
Renmark Paring Council 
mayoral candidate 
Henry Du Rieu warns 
the Renmark levee 
bank network needs 
to be repaired before a 
potential future flood. 

26 OCTOBER 2022 
Renmark records wettest 
day on record, high flow 
levels begin to threaten 
Bookpurnong Road. Work 
also begins to remediate 
Renmark’s levee network. 9 NOVEMBER 2022 

Premier Peter Malinauskas 
visits the Riverland to 
announce an economic 
support package for local 
houseboat business 
operators. River Murray 
flows into South Australia 
begin to reach 150GL/day. 

23 NOVEMBER 2022
Premier Peter Malinauskas 
returns to Riverland 
to announce a $51m 
economic support package. 

19 OCTOBER 
2022
Reports of a flood 
event begin to 
impact Riverland 
tourism sector 

2 NOVEMBER 2022
Community meetings 
held across the Riverland 
to provide information 
regarding increasing river 
levels. 

16 NOVEMBER 2022
Discover Parks – Lake 
Bonney temporarily closes 
due to the flood event. 
Access closes to Barmera 
jetty. Warnings begin of 
cuts to residential electricity 
supplies.

www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, October 12, 2022   NEWS 5 

Help us fight fruit fl thi

HUGH SCHUITEMAKER 
ENSURING a Riverland town would be ready for potential future flooding events is a key focus for a local mayoral candidate.

Renmark Paringa mayoral candidate Henry Du Rieu will seek to source external funding to re-instate the levy system in Renmark if suc-cessful at the upcoming local government elections. 
Mr Du Rieu said uncom-pacted and “poorly main-tained” areas of the flood-bank – beginning near Twentyfirst Street – were becoming vulnerable.

“ T h e  f l o o d b a n k comes into use at around 100,000ML per day, but it’s hard to picture those sorts of flows,” Mr Du Rieu said. 
“If we keep getting rain events roll ing through, which they could quite eas-ily do, we’ll start seeing a few issues. 

“If we got 200,000ML flow, the whole bank will be saturated, then if you need to put a truck on there, it would collapse. 
“From day one it was designed the wrong way.” 
Mr Du Rieu said ensuring increasingly-valuable prop-erties in Renmark were pro-tected from flooding wouldj

would probably be a $10m project,” he said. 
“Council doesn’t have that, so we need federal assistance. 
“In the township you only need to lose 20 houses to a flood to hit that cost, so if you look at the big picture it’s not a big deal.

“It needs to be fixed and the town needs to be pro-tected.” 
Renmark man Max Burr – who lived through the 1956 flood – said earth initially used to create the floodbank was in poor condition. 

“The ground they pushed up to build the bank was horrible,” Mr Burr said.  
“It was just 100 per cent clay… it dries out and there’s a lot of movement and cracks. 
“Water always takes the easiest course… even if it came up halfway it would start seeping through.” 
Mr Burr said decreasing the incline, and widening the base of the bank, could pro-vide a temporary solution.  “It’s got to be cleared down the base, and half of the bank has to be pushed over because the base isn’t big enough,” he said. 

“The loose dirt that’s pushed over has to be com-pacted th t’ h

Mr Du Rieu said a new floodbank would provide assurance for Renmark’s continued expansion. 
“I’m not trying to create any fear about floods, but we need to be prepared and

remiss not to be looking at it, because it’s a preventa-
tive measure. 

“It’s a very important pro-
ject for the resiliency of the town.” 

Candidate’s 
eye on new 
floodbank

Renmark Paringa mayoral candidate Henry Du Rieu, and local man Max Burr, at an uncompacted section of the Renmark 

floodbank, near Twentyfirst Street. Mr Du Rieu will seek federal government support to re-instate the levy system if successful 

at next month’s local government election. INSET: Areas of the floodbank have become vulnerable to cracking and erosion. PHOTOS: Hugh Schuitemaker 
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2022

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2022

$33.0000

YOUR Riverland voice
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95mm: Fallout continues from town’s wettest-ever day INSIDE: CCW 100

RAIN RAIN 
PAINPAIN

PAGE 3 Loxton-Berri road ‘threat’

PAGE 11 Council’s levee move

Jamie and Dellena Pickering survey the scene outside their Airport 

Road business this week, after it sustained damage in Renmark’s 

relentless rain event on Sunday. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

$3.003.0

RRI NEWSAGENCY TURNS 20!

INSIDE:

Some members 
‘unhappy’

PAGE 5

WE’RE STILL WE’RE STILL 
OPENOPEN

“WE’RE open and we need tourists to 

keep coming.”
That is the overwhelming message 

from the Riverland tourism industry, 

amid splashy – and damaging – 

metropolitan media reports of region-

wide flooding.
Due to reports of high-river flows 

and upstream flooding emergencies, 

in recent days local operators in the 

Riverland’s major towns have been 

inundated with visitor inquiries won-

dering if accommodation was closed.

“We have had an abundance of 

people calling in regards to flooding 

and concerns that the park is under-

water and they can’t come in,” Berri 

Riverside Holiday Park manager Cindi 

Taylor said yesterday.

PAGES 2-3 FULL COVERAGE

Misleading ‘flooding’ reports hit tourism sector...
Rose Festival 
springs to life
PAGES 10-11

Council elections  
PAGE 8

PAGES 17-21

Despite concerns raised 

by metropolitan news 

reports in recent days, 

Berri Riverside Holiday 

Park receptionist Terri 

Peltz, park manager Cindi 

Taylor and receptionist 

Tamara Maynard say the 

park, and the Riverland 

tourism industry, are still 

open for business. 

PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2022

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2022 YOUR Riverland voice
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HUGH SCHUITEMAKER

AMID a visiting media throng 

desperate for bad news about 

rising river levels, SA Premier 

Peter Malinauskas yesterday 

h e for embat-

Local houseboat opera-

tor Rob Hughes said the high 

river-flow levels would force 

his business to close during its 

busiest period.
“It’s going to be about 

$350 000 worth of bookings we 

“There’s still a lot of work 

to be done, but two weeks in 

there’s been extraordinary pro-

gress… the local council, and 

hard-working local contractors, 

are moving more earth than 

ever before to see these levees 

k th state they

As media trails Malinauskas trip to levee banks…

PREMIER
River Murray Houseboats operator Rob Hughes met with SA Premier Peter Malinauskas yesterday to discuss possible support options for houseboat business operators set to be impacted by 

high River Murray flows. INSET: Mr Malinauskas with the visiting media in Renmark. PHOTOS: Deirdre Graham 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2022

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2022 YOUR Riverland voice
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CRISIS TIMECRISIS TIME

A NEW 
CREW

PETER Hunt’s long career 

in local government is over, 

as the Riverland prepares to 

welcome three new mayors.

In a tight contest, deputy 

mayor Ella Winnall ousted 

Mr Hunt from the top Berri 

Barmera Council job, ending 

the latter’s 28-year council 

stint.
Just the second female 

mayor at Berri Barmera, 

31-year-old Ms Winnall’s 

local mayoral colleagues will 

be former high school prin-

cipal Peter Hunter (Renmark 

Paringa) and horticulturalist 

and local media figure Trevor 

Norton.
Ms Winnall said the result 

was “still sinking in”.

PAGES 2-3 Election coverage 

LONG-SERVING MAYOR OUSTED 

AS ELLA TAKES CHARGE

MEET YOUR MAYORS: Mayor-elects Trevor Norton (Loxton Waikerie), Ella Winnall (Berri Barmera) and Peter Hunter (Renmark Paringa).
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Disconnections 
within days

‘Dry’ properties 
to be cut

Irrigators unable
to pump water

Homes, plantings, 
property at risk

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2022

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2022 YOUR Riverland voice

Proud Sponsor of Light Up Day

1908 Café  |  The Bistro  |  The Bistro Bar  |  Sports/Main Bars | Alfresco on Pflaum | Phone 8584 7266 www loxtonhotel co

Best Redeveloped Hotel/Country  |  Best Overall Hotel/CountryBest Bar Experience/Country  |  Best Gaming Room Runner-up/Country

$3.00

f d i

Chaffey MP Tim Whetstone 
Chaffey MP Tim Whetstone 

watches on as Premier Peter 
watches on as Premier Peter 

Malinauskas announces a 
Malinauskas announces a 

$51.6m flood support package 
$51.6m flood support package 

at the Berri river front yesterday.
at the Berri river front yesterday.

PHOTO: Hugh Schuitemaker
PHOTO: Hugh Schuitemaker

Proud Sponsor of Light Up Dayy

Best Redeveloped Hotel/Country  |  Best Overall Hotel/Countryuntry  |  Best Overall Hotel/Countrrall HoHotel/CountryBest Bar Experience/Country  |  |  Best st Gaming Room Runner-up/CountryINSIDE TODAY

Support for river 

 $3m for tourism vouchers

 Rental assistance: $2000 for 

displaced singles, $5000 for 

couples

 Early Business Closure Grants of 

up to $20,000

 $9.3m for new levees on council 

land
 $3m for irrigator pumps

 $3m for a Riverland marketing 

campaign

STATE OF EMERGENCY:STATE OF EMERGENCY: Cash to help irrigators, tourism operators and ‘displaced’ locals

Pre-Loved 
ualityPre Loved 

Page 9

EXAM 
CRAM

Community meetings to provide ‘accurate’ river flow information…

GET THE FACTS
HUGH SCHUITEMAKER 

A SERIES of community meetings 

in Riverland towns, focused on 

alleviating “fear and anxiety” 

surrounding high-river flows and the 

possibility of flood events, will begin 

today. 
The SES, in conjunction with the 

Department for Environment and 

Water (DEW), will this week host 

community meetings across the 

region to discuss the impacts of cur-

rent River Murray flows and how to 

prepare for potential flooding events. 

An SES spokesperson said the 

meetings were aimed at distribut-

ing accurate information regarding 

expected river-flow levels to the 

community. 

“We’ll have a range of representa-

tives at the meeting, including SES, 

DEW, police, and local government,” 

the spokesperson said. 

“There’s a lot of fear out in the 

community, so getting the facts out 

to the community is the number-one 

goal. 
“(Discussing) what exactly we 

are expecting, as opposed to talking 

about floods like they are having in 

Victoria, which is happening in the 

community. 
“It’s getting the facts from the 

source, as opposed to a neighbour, or 

a friend’s neighbour.” 

The first meeting will be held 

today at the Renmark Greek Church 

Hall. 
Continued page 5

STORY PAGE 2
Renmark High School year 12 students Khushi Kaur and Emma Schutz busy preparing 

for their end-of-year exams, which begin on Monday. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

Health sector 
prepares
PAGE 3

Riverland to 
Flemington

PAGE 8



River Life 2023

MHFA Training Outcomes
KNOWLEDGE

Increases mental health literacy
CONFIDENCE

DE-STIGMATISING

SUPPORT

Suzi Evans
Mobile: 0400 766 766
www.kaizenb.com

• Standard Mental Health First Aid 
• Youth Mental Health First Aid
• TEEN Mental Health First Aid
• Engaging Leaders
• Conversations about suicide
• One on One Coaching
• Workbench for the mind

Out Now: My new book, ‘Grief ’. 
See kaizenb.com to find out more Choose a path that

feels right for you...

BZ13053

Merry 
Christmas

& a Happy 
New Year!

9SUMMER HOLIDAY & CHRISTMAS GREETINGS LIFTOUT 

7 DECEMBER 2022
Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese visits the 
Riverland to witness 
impacts from the flood 
event. Relocation of aged 
care residents from the 
Renmark Paringa Hospital 
begins. Bookpurnong 
Road now closed to traffic. 

22 DECEMBER 2022 
River Murray flows into 
South Australia peak at 
186GL/day.

1 FEBRUARY 2023 
Work begins to remove 
the temporary levee built 
at Lake Bonney. 

14 DECEMBER 2022
Cobdogla Irrigation and 
Steam Museum set to 
close due to the flood. 

4 JANUARY 2023
The State Government 
announces a $126m 
support package for flood-
impacted businesses and 
residents. 

30 NOVEMBER 2022
A flood emergency centre 
is established in Berri. A 
levee is built to protect the 
Renmark Big4 Caravan 
Park. Works done on Gurra 
Road, outside of Berri, to 
prevent the road’s closure. 

8 FEBRUARY 2023
Bookpurnong Road set to 
reopen. State Government 
announces funding to 
repair roads damaged by 
the flood. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2022
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YOUR Riverland voice
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A FURTHER 1950 power dis-connections are likely by the end of the week, as the Riverland cranks up its flood response, now including a new emergency cen-tre in Berri and moves to preserve Barmera’s wastewater system by blocking off Lake Bonney.
Amid a hectic 36 hours across 

the region, and with the flow into South Australia hurtling past 147GL a day, SA Power Networks pledged to keep power disconnections to a minimum, but forecast almost 2000 more in the coming days.
“Mainly in low-lying areas where there has been inundation or flooding is imminent within

days…” said head of corporate affairs, Paul Roberts.
Meanwhile a massive earthmov-ing exercise is being conducted in Barmera to hastily construct a levee along the west of Lake Bonney – including the Nappers Bridge inlet – that would protect wastewater infra-str t

surrounding communities.
And at 9am yesterday the Berri Senior Citizens Club was officially converted to an emergency facility for flood-impacted Riverland resi-dents, providing locals with assis-tance sourcing accommodation, food and finances

providers have again reminded the rest of the state that the Riverland is still accessible, with most local activities available and the local scenery spectacular.
SA Premier Peter Malinauskas is expected to visit the Riverlandi

COMING UP FAST

  1950 MORE POWER DISCONNECTIONS  NEW EMERGENCY CENTRE IN BERRI
  LAKE BONNEY BEING BLOCKED OFF

Local photographer Grant Schwartzkopff’s snapshot of Renmark this week, showing the extent of inundation around the township ahead of the flood’s projected peak early next week. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022 YOUR Riverland voice
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Hospital
evacuations

FLOOD FALLOUT BUILDS:

PAGE 4

Gift guide

Power cuts 
‘unavoidable’

PAGE 8

$1.2m for last 
resort housing

PAGE 2

Lake blocked 
for ‘weeks’

PAGE 8

PM’S PLEDGE
Albanese come, Albanese goAlbanese come, Albanese go

MOOROOK Primary School’s 
MOOROOK Primary School’s 

Eden Piltz (below) is the win-
Eden Piltz (below) is the win-

ner of The Murray Pioneer’s 

Christmas Poem Competition.

Eden’s flood-centric winning 

entry features in the 2022 

Riverland Christmas Gift Guide, 

inserted free inside today’s 
Pioneer. 

INSIDE TODAY
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Ri l nd unites to
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More than a game
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CLOSURE 
SLAMMED!

NEW DAY, NEW DAY
NEW WAY

Toxic tourism hit
  

RIVERLAND tourism has 

been dealt another body blow 

via a confirmed outbreak of 

toxic blue-green algae in dis-

connected Lake Bonney.

SA Health yesterday warned 

people against swimming in 

the lake’s affected sections, 

as news of the blooms quick-

ly spread statewide, further 

impacting the region’s flood-

decimated tourism industry 

just days before Christmas.

PAGE 5 STORY

Barmera environmentalist John Beech yesterday at the site of an algal outbreak in Lake Bonney, which was recently disconnected from the main river 

channel in order to protect nearby infrastructure from the rising waters. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

JOSH BRINE

WORKS to protect properties along 
b

Riverview Drive protection extended after residents speak out

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2023

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4, 2023

$3

YOUR Riverland voice

$126M FLOOD LOOD
PACKAGE

$50,000 $50,000 per small businesses, per small businesses, $75,000 $75,000 per growerper grower

Mayor’s Lake 
Bonney message

‘Council  
wants it 
opened’
BERRI Barmera Council wants 
BERRI Barmera Council wants 

Lake Bonney reopened as soon as 
Lake Bonney reopened as soon as 

possible, and is frustrated at mixed 
possible, and is frustrated at mixed 

messaging about tourism-killing blue-
messaging about tourism-killing blue-

green algae.green algae.
Responding to weeks of commu-
Responding to weeks of commu-

nity conjecture, Mayor Ella Winnall 
nity conjecture, Mayor Ella Winnall 

has delivered an unequivocal mes-
has delivered an unequivocal mes-

sage about the lake, which was 
sage about the lake, which was 

disconnected from the river system 
disconnected from the river system 

last month to protect community 
l t month to protect community 

infrastructure, including the local 

wastewater network.
A blue-green algae outbreak has 

seen Lake Bonney variously declared 

both safe and unsafe over the 

Christmas/new year period, with SA 

Health’s latest advice – issued last 

Friday, just two days after SA Premier 

Peter Malinauskas said the Barmera 

tourism attraction was “perfectly safe 

to enjoy” – warning people against 

swimming and diving in the water.

Ms Winnall this week said she 

wanted the lake reopened as soon as 

practical, and admitted that access-

ing accurate and timely information 

from government agencies had been 

“incredibly difficult”.

PAGE 4 FULL STORY

$3.00$3 00

Need a ride across the river?Need a ride across the river?

FERRY HELPFUL: A Waikerie houseboat operator is offering a free pontoon boat service to the community to help fill the gap caused by the 

closure of the Waikerie ferry due to the River Murray flood. Waikerie BankSA branch manager Naomi Campbell (left) is pictured yesterday taking 

up the offer of Green and Gold Houseboats owners James (pictured) and Ruth Copeland. SEE PAGE 17
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BREAKTHROUGHBREAKTHROUGH Move to reopen Bookpurnong Road

UNSEAL UNSEAL
THE DEAL

BOOKPURNONG Road is likely 

to be reopened as an unsealed road 

– temporarily – the moment it is 

declared safe.
Contractors began clearing debris 

off the now-dry surface today, after 
i

Infrastructure and Transport Minister 

Tom Koutsantonis said yesterday 

that – provided the base is structur-

ally sound – the bitumen could be 

removed and the road reopened until 

it dries out and can be re-surfaced.

In addition suggestions the road 

Here 
we flow 
again

  
AFTER almost two months, 

river water is again flowing 

into Lake Bonney, with 

work under way to remove 

the temporary levee that 

blocked the lake’s inlet.
PAGE 2

MAIN PHOTO: The scene this week at Nappers Bridge, where the earthen levee is being removed to reconnect Lake Bonney to the main river channel. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

INSET: SES incident controller Brad Flew, National Parks and Wildlife Service SA senior ranger Owen Williams, Berri Barmera Mayor Ella Winnall and Berri Barmera Council infrastructure 

services manager David Pluckhahn at Nappers Bridge for the reopening of the Lake Bonney inlet. INSET PHOTO: Deirdre Graham
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Riverland 
and Mallee
VOCATIONAL 
AWARDS
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ON THE ON THE 
ROAD ROAD 
AGAIN

  

BOOKPURNONG Road is on 

track to be reopened as early as 

Sunday, after experts were “very 

surprised” at how it came through 

weeks of inundation.

The good news for Riverland 

commuters was delivered when 

Premier Peter Malinauskas brought 

his family to the region for a week-

d retreat – then announced a 

$60m road repair package, plus tax 

relief measures for locals whose 

properties and cars were destroyed 

or damaged by the floodwaters.

Engineers have been inspecting 

the vital Loxton-Berri connector 

over the past two days, ahead of 

repairs on pavement and the two 

bridges along the stretch, near Berri.

PAGE 2 STORY

h Mullighan (left) and Department for Infrastructure 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice

11133303000
YYYEYEEEAEAAARARRRSSSSRSYEA

1892 - 2022

T
H

E

MU R R AY P I ONEER

CCEELLEEBEBBRRAATATITIINNGGGAT

FLOOD FRENZYFLOOD FRENZY
OUSTED Cobdogla museum
set to close at short notice

VOLUNTEERS fear it is the end for 
VOLUNTEERS fear it is the end for 

the Cobdogla Steam and Irrigation 
the Cobdogla Steam and Irrigation 

Museum after receiving notice 
Museum after receiving notice 

they would be locked out from this 
they would be locked out from this 

Friday.Friday.
Cobdog la  Steam Fr iends 
Cobdog la  Steam Fr iends 

Society president Robin Bawden 
Society president Robin Bawden 

said the group was informed of SA 
said the group was informed of SA 

Water’s decision on Tuesday, with 
Water’s decision on Tuesday, with 

the agency citing safety concerns 
the agency citing safety concerns 

stemming from the flooding River 
stemming from the flooding River 

Murray as the reason behind the 
Murray as the reason behind the 

decision.decision.
PAGE 8 PAGE 8 STORYSTORY

Cobdogla Steam and Irrigation Museum volunteers Kent Barney, John Victor, Kym Schober, Robin Bawden, Merv Dunk and Brian Grayson yesterday after SA Water informed them they 

would be locked out of the museum from Friday. PHOTO: Alexandra Bull

Th e Murray Pioneer team has compiled some 
of the key events from the Murray River fl ood 

event, as seen in our newspaper.
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11SUMMER HOLIDAY & CHRISTMAS GREETINGS LIFTOUT 

ORDER ONLINE 
hygienicmeats.com.au
(08) 8584 7516
44 Bookpurnong Terrace, Loxton

CATER YOUR 
CHRISTMAS WITH US

HYGIENIC MEATS

WISHING EVERYONE A SAFE AND 
MERRY CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
18th, 19th, 20th, 21st December  |  7.30am - 5.30pm

             22nd December  |  6.30am - 5.30am

             23rd December  |  6.30am - 1pm
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YOUR 
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155155
LZ

155155555
LZ

15155155
LZ

1
LZZLL

46464646446444446464644444444

15 - 19 Drabsch Street, Loxton

8584 6954

W

Season’s Greetings to the 
wonderful Riverland community.

Thank you for all your support during 
2023.

LZ
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4pm  Thursday 21st December 2023 to 
9am Tuesday 9th January 2024

Best wishes for a happy, 
healthy and safe 2024!

We are taking a break from:

BZ
13

01
0

Wishing the Riverland and Mallee a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Look out for each other and enjoy 
this time with loved ones.

HUGH SCHUITEMAKER 
FRIENDSHIP and commitment to the 
wider community have been highlights 
for a Murray Pioneer team member set to 
mark a milestone. 

Liz Graham will in January mark her 
40th year working at The Murray Pioneer. 

Mrs Graham – whose mother, Pauline 
Edmonds, worked for the Pioneer for five 
years until October 1984 – said a friend 
initially recommended her for a role with 
the company. 

“Darnley Taylor rang me on the recom-
mendation of Tess Smart, who used to 
work here,” she said. 

“I didn’t even have an interview. He 
rang me at Judy Strachan’s house and 
asked if I would do a weeks’ work 

“I gave up a week on a houseboat with 
friends to do that, then at the end of the 

week he asked me to go permanent in 
January 1984.” 

Over her time with the Pioneer, Mrs 
Graham’s responsibilities have included 
administration, proof reading, and collat-
ing. 

Mrs Graham said advancements in 
the technological process of printing the 
newspaper stood out over her career. 

“It’s more involved than people think, 
and everything was done by hand back 
(when I started),” she said. 

“Every ad on every page was cut and 
pasted.” 

Mrs Graham said she had formed 
numerous long-lasting friendships 
throughout the company. 

“Journalists tend to go on to bigger and 
better things,” she said. 

“There was Chris Kenny, David 

Burtenshaw, Josie Gibson and Debbie 
Drummond, just to name a few. 

“Tony Hersey used to manage the print-
ing department… and Barry (Drogemuller) 
has been here for 44 years.

“I’ll also never forget Darnley,  Boycley 
Wickham and Wendy Forbes.” 

Mrs Graham said the Pioneer had been 
vital in documenting historical events for 
the community. 

“The newspaper is great for the com-
munity,” she said. 

Liz celebrates 40 at the Pioneer 

SU

“It’s more involved than 
people think, and everything 

was done by hand back 
(when I started),”

Mrs Graham with long-time colleague, and friend, Sally Giles 
(left) and former Border Times editor Deirdre Graham.

Robyn McIntosh, Mrs Graham and Peg Fischer at 

the Pioneer's Biggest Morning Tea celebration in 

2013.
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Riverland 
Mobility 

EquipmentShop 4, 6 Edward Street, Loxton   |    0466 897 115   |    www.riverlandmobility.com.au
Open: Wednesday - Friday 9 to 5   |   Monday - Tuesday by appointment

Tracey wishes to thank all Riverland clients 
and wish everyone a

Safe and 
Happy Christmas 

and best wishes for 2024.
We advise that we will be closed Saturday, Dec 23rd

& re-opening Wednesday, January 17th
In emergencies please 

call 0466 897 115
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CURRENT and past members of 
the Renmark Food and Wine Club 
celebrated the group’s 75th anni-
versary in August. 

The milestone was marked 
with a gala dinner, held at Earth 
Restaurant, in Berri.

A broadsheet was compiled 
from club records by Vicki 
Rosenthal, which included interest-
ing Renmark Wine Club informa-
tion extending back to 1947. 

The evening’s menu was crafted 
by chef Peter Kent, with close 
consultation from club mem-
bers David Rosenthal and Hugh 
Schuitemaker, and featured: 

Almond and white bean soup 
served with whipped butter and 
tomato dust

Murray cod cake with Spencer 
Gulf prawns

Osso buco with gnocchi 
Blood orange crème brulee
Wines to accompany the food 

were also selected by the club’s 
committee members. 

The evening was highlighted by 
the presentation of club life mem-
bership to former Renmark doctor 
Chris Muecke, who is now retired 
and living in Canberra. 

The return to a wine club meet-
ing for life members John Dawes 
and Richard Dix also added to a 
great atmosphere. 

THE Renmark Food and Wine 
Club was established in 1947 
to promote social interac-
tion, appreciation of wine, the 
exchange of ideas and the 
exploration of new culinary 
styles and cuisines. 

Each year begins with the 
club’s January meeting, at 
which the annual Chaffey 
Challenge is held. 

In 2023, the challenge was 
held at the Renmark residence 
of Matthew Hale – generously 
for the third year in a row – 
with all members and guests 
participating. 

Attempts are made – with 
much mirth – to identify a 
masked wine, with the win-
ning participant receiving the 
Chaffey Challenge perpetual 
trophy. 

The 2023 challenge saw the 
trophy taken home by Anne 
Auld.  

Winemasters for the club’s 
other 2023 meetings includ-
ed: 

- Darryl Maxwell 
- Tim Whetstone 
- Radek Petlak 
- Ian Howarth 
- Mark Stoeckel 
- Hugh Schuitemaker 
- Matthew Hale 
- Bruce Hewett 
- Mark Yates
The club’s monthly dinners 

are held at various venues in 
multiple Riverland towns, with 
Salt and Pepper Catering, and 
Earth Restaurant operator 
Peter Kent a long-time and 
regularly used chef. Some din-
ners are also held at the pri-

vate residences of members
Food courses are presented 

alongside wines chosen by 
that month’s winemaster, with 
attendees invited to comment 
and discuss various aspects of 
the food, wine and pairing of 
the two. 

These dinners provide a 
great opportunity for members 
and guests to be involved with 
fine dining, together with an 
array of matched wines that 
diners would not normally 
taste.

Since its inception, the club 
has included a number of 
wine-makers. Their insights 
regarding wines and wine 
styles provide excellent educa-
tion.

The club has also held a 
number of past excursions 

for members – including to 
the Yarra Valley, Mildura, 
Coonawarra, Clare Valley and 
Spain – together with picnics 
in the early days. Early records 
describe a tiger snake being 
cooked and tasted during a 
river trip.

The club has held combined 
dinners with other similar 
groups including the Mildura 
Food and Wine Club, and the 
Beefsteak and Burgundy Club 
of Woodville. There have also 
been tasting competitions with 
other food and wine clubs in 
the district.

The Renmark Food and 
Wine Club is the oldest con-
tinuing regional wine club in 
Australia, and has vacancies 
for new members. 

Long-running tradition still strong 

A 75th 
anniversary 
celebrated 

in style

Riverland & Mallee
Conveyancers Pty Ltd

Frances, Tracey, Emma  Frances, Tracey, Emma 
& Danica extend  & Danica extend 

Christmas Greetings  Christmas Greetings 
to all valued clients and to all valued clients and 

friends, and wish all friends, and wish all
 a Merry Christmas   a Merry Christmas 
and safe New Year!and safe New Year!
Our office will be closed from 

5pm Friday 22nd December 2023 
& reopen 9am Monday 8th January 2024.
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Riverland & Mallee
Conveyancers Pty Ltd

PHONE 8584 6222
56 East Terrace, Loxton
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Tim, Julie & Staff wish to thank you 
their retail & wholesale customers for 
their valued support during 2023…

We wish you all a Blessed

32 East Terrace, Loxton
Phone 8584 6663

Closed Public holidays 

Christmas & a Safe 
& Happy New Year.

LZ15501

SEE OUR

WEBSITE(08) 8586 6685  

321 Tarcoola Street, 
Renmark West

Merry 
Christmas

Wishing all our customers a

85  

Thankyou for your support 
in 2023, see you next year!
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and a safe & 
happy new year

STONE-FRUIT 
SALAD

Summer

1 peach 
1 nectarine 
2 plums 
1 heirloom tomato 
1 cup cherry tomatoes 

10 Bocconcini balls 
1 avocado 
1/2 cup chopped 
pecans 
Olive oil

4 cups spinach or 
leafy greens 
Balsamic glaze 
Coarse sea salt 
and pepper, to taste

INGREDIENTS

METHOD
1. Wash and dry the fruit and tomatoes. Arrange the salad greens on 

a serving platter. Halve the cherry tomatoes and arrange across 
the platter. Quarter or slice the heirloom tomato and place on the 
platter. 

2. Cut the stone fruits in half and remove the pit. Quarter or slice, 
then add to the platter. Repeat with the avocado. Halve the 
Bocconcini balls and add to the platter. 

3. Sprinkle the pecans over the top, then drizzle with olive oil and 
balsamic glaze. Season with salt and pepper to taste and serve 
immediately.

Summer cooking in the Riverland is all 
about using local ingredients at the peak 

of their freshness.

Th is recipe showcases the region’s favourite 
summer fruit varieties in an unexpected way. 

With a combination of sweet and savory 
fl avours, plus creamy and crunchy textures, 

this salad will be the surprise hit at any 
summer party.

13SUMMER HOLIDAY & CHRISTMAS GREETINGS LIFTOUT 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2023
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YOUR Riverland voiceWEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2023

$3 00

YOUR Riverland voice

P  1300 373 528
E  admin@smoothflowgroup.com.au
W  smoothflowgroup.com.au
26B Kay Avenue Berri, South Australia, 5343

BUILDING 
THROUGH 

INNOVATION
- Envisioning the Future 

- Empowering for Success
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ALEXANDRA BULL and 
HUGH SCHITEMAKER 
THE region’s state MP believes ongoing 
security fears at the Riverland General Hospital 
are making it “impossible” to retain health 
staff. 

Several incidents where nurses and mid-
wives at the Riverland General Hospital have 
either been “kicked in the stomach, punched, 
spat on or verbally abused” were reported 

in recent months, according to the South 
Australian branch of Australian Nursing and 
Midwifery Federation (ANMF).

Chaffey MP Tim Whetstone said all health 
professionals – including Riverland nurses – 
have the right to work in a safe and healthy 
environment, 

“Permanent and full-time security will pro-
tect health workers, patients and visitors at the 
hospital, while also taking some of the pressure 
off our local police services,” he said. 

“It has been, and continues to be a challeng-
ing time in the regional health system, and it 
will become impossible to retain vital regional 
frontline workers if they are no longer safe at 
work and without basic security conditions.” 

The ANMF has launched an online petition 
calling on the Riverland Mallee Coorong Local 
Health Network (RMCLHN) to implement 
24/7 security guards at the hospital.

PAGE 5 STORY

Push for 24/7 Riverland General Hospital security continues…

NURSES ‘CONCERNED’  INSIDE:

Mardi Gras 
to stay put?

PAGE 8

STEPHANANIE THOMPMPSON

FOUR pOUR passionate Loxton locals willFOUR i tOUR passionate Loxtoe Loxton locals will l
clock up the kclock up the kilometres and i be a
sight to behoo behold this weekends weekend, all in , all in 
the name of charity.arity.

Loxton’s Brendan SchuSchulz, Rhain 
Hondow, Dom Perre and Simre and Simon 

Bullock, and ad are taking partre takin in this n this
year’s SA VariSA Var ety Bash, whicB which h 
begins in Portbegins in Portbegins in Port Adelaide on Saturday, ay, 
before a long-before a long-winded rwinded route ted od dded route to
Broken Hill, tBroken Hill, then back to Mchen back to Laren 
Vale by the foVale by the following weekenll d for a
total of 2500km.

PAGE 8 STORY

GIVING 
IT A BASH

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2023

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voice

$3.00

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8,RURU  2023

$3 00

YOUR Riverland voice

Ph (08) 8584 7262

AH - Shannon: 0415 034 140  Con: 0412 015 393          
www.riverlandmotorgroup.com.au

RIVERLAND

160kw Turbo Diesel, 8 Speed Auto, 4x4 On Demand, Alloy Wheels, 
Side Steps, Sports Bar, Tub Liner, 10.25” Touch Screen.

$38,990*
DRIVE AWAY 

No 1 East Terrace Loxton

MVD- 280887

MY23 PRO MAX

IN 
STOCK 
NOW!
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ON THE ON THE 
ROAD ROAD 
AGAIN
BOOKPURNONG Road is on 
track to be reopened as early as 
Sunday, after experts were “very 
surprised” at how it came through 
weeks of inundation.

The good news for Riverland 
commuters was delivered when 
Premier Peter Malinauskas brought 
his family to the region for a week-
end retreat – then announced a 

$60m road repair package, plus tax 
relief measures for locals whose 
properties and cars were destroyed 
or damaged by the floodwaters.

Engineers have been inspecting 
the vital Loxton-Berri connector 
over the past two days, ahead of 
repairs on pavement and the two 
bridges along the stretch, near Berri.

PAGE 2 STORY

LIFTING Riverland spirits 
was the main mission of a 
dozen Adelaide Crows players 
who travelled to the Riverland 
yesterday and Monday.

Well aware of the region’s 
flood crisis, the AFL and 
AFLW players hoped their 
visit would provide a welcome 
boost to the local community.

“We want to give them a 
bit of a break from everything 

going on and hopefully help 
them forget about (the flood) 
while we’re here and give the 
kids an outlet,” said star Crow 
forward, Darcy Fogarty.

The visit included a dinner 
in Waikerie on Monday night, 
plus school clinics across the 
region yesterday, including in 
Waikerie and Berri.

PAGES 41 & 44 

SA Premier Peter Malinauskas (right) checks out the condition of Bookpurnong Road, near the Berri Bridge, watched by Treasurer Stephen Mullighan (left) and Department for Infrastructure 
and Transport chief executive John Whelan. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

Crows here to lift our spirits

Almondco 
$36m 

opening
PAGE 3

WEDNESDAY 6 SEPTEMBER, 2023

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voiceWEDNESDAY 6 SEPTEMBER, 2023

$3 00

YOUR Riverland voice

via countryracing.com.au

ONLINE 
BOOKINGS

$16
$12
FREE

MINDARIE-HALIDON
RACING CLUB

Accolade affirms Berri commitment but growers still worried about industry…

PROFITS OVER PEOPLE?
HUGH SCHUITEMAKER 

THE owners of the Berri winery have 
reiterated their commitment to the 
continuation of local operations, despite 
current industry pressures causing 
major concerns for Riverland wine 
grape growers. 

The Murray Pioneer has recent-
ly received several anecdotal reports 

from local wine grape growers con-
cerned about the financial position of 
Accolade Wines, with one Riverland 
grower – speaking to The Pioneer on 
the condition of anonymity – pleading 
for increased communication with the 
global company. 

“There’s  a  worry among the 
Riverland wine grape grower base sur-
rounding the future financial security of 

Accolade,” the grower said. 
“We’ve seen reports and it adds to 

current uncertainty in the local industry.
“Growers currently can’t get infor-

mation from our industry groups and 
Accolade remains silent.

“This company (Accolade) has a 
disappointing history of corporate 
raids.”

Figures contained in an Australian 

Financial Review article – pub-
lished last month – show 
Accolade Wines’ current debt 
includes a Term Loan B of 
approximately $585m due 
in early June 2025, and a 
$150m revolving credit 
facility that matures in 
early June 2024. 

PAGE 4 STORY

ROO BEAUTYROO BEAU
STORY PAGE 44

Barmera-Monash Football Club was crowed 2023 RFL A grade premiers after a thrilling defeat of Renmark last weekend. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15, 2023
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josh.brine@murraypioneer.com.au

By
JOSH
BRINE

Charity Auction raising money for emergency services people suffering 
from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)  

Saturday March 18th, 2023 
From 7PM

Hosted By, Comedian Sarah G
Auction by BM Livestock, Budgie Schiller

Music by Nathan Bruhn

Terminus Hotel Morgan
Event to be hosted at

footy tipping 
is on again. 
Only $25 
to enter

er

Enquiries: Dale Jenkins 0408 898 502

WZ10511

2023 AFL FOOTY 
TIPPERS COMPETITION

FIND 
DETAILS 
ON PG23
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FLOODING 
BACK
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A MOBILE phone ban, imple-
mented by a Riverland school three 
years ago and now extended to all 
SA public high schools from term 
3, has improved teaching, learning 
and student wellbeing across the 
campus, the school’s principal says.

PAGE 8 STORY

Renmark High School year 12s Ashpreet Singh, Sakina Qambari and Taylen White have endorsed the school’s phone ban policy, which has required all devices be kept in bags or lockers 
throughout the school day for the past three years. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

FINE WITHOUT
OUR PHONES

Locals rapt as tourists return 
and SA campaign launches...
A “BUMPER” long weekend 
in the Riverland, celebrity visits 
and a statewide SA Government 
marketing campaign have local 
tourism operators confident of 
a hectic few months as they 
attempt to rebound from the 
devastating River Murray flood.

The government’s Rise Up 
for our River campaign was 
unleashed over the Adelaide 
Cup long weekend, while the 
first of more than 25,000 vouch-
ers – targeted at experiences 
and accommodation along the 

SA stretch of the river – will be 
released in the coming days.

One local hotel owner said 
he was “blown away” by the 
number of visitors to the region 
over the Adelaide Cup weekend, 
while a Riverland mayor also 
noted the influx.

PAGE 8 STORY 
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• Buying or selling house, agricultural property or business? 
• Need advice regarding your commercial lease?
• Do you have a current will?
• Have you checked your Will and Enduring Power of Attorney recently 

and are your wishes clear?
• Do you have an estate plan and have you considered taxation 

implications?
• Has someone died and you need to administer the estate?
• Are you an executor of an estate and need help with probate?
• Have you separated and need advice regarding your matrimonial 

settlement?
• Do you need commercial & business advice?

See our experienced team for 
personal advice & assistanceP R O F E S S I O N A L .   P R A C T I C A L .   P E R S O N A L .

A VERTICALLY integrated 
Riverland-based electricity sup-
plier will support Australia’s tran-
sition to renewable energy sources 
using a major new investment. 

Global infrastructure fund 
management company PATRIZIA 
MBK Fund Management on 

Monday this week announced 
an investment of at least $70m 
in Paringa-based YES Group to  
deliver a major solar and battery 
development program for the 
APAC Sustainable Infrastructure 
Fund (A-SIF). 

REPORT PAGE 9

MORE
RIP-OFFS
& MISERY

PAUL MITCHELL
HE grew up amid violence and 
“misery” in Gerard, has worked wwwitithh h 
multiple local Aboriginal grgrououupspspss,, aand 
now – as a face of ttthehehe NNNNoooo ccamppaiaigngn 
– is adamant aa VVVoioioicecce to Paarlrliaiament 
would onono llylyy bbbeene efitt tthohose already 
lilivivinngngg oooffffff tthhe inddigigenenous industry.

BBeBeB rri mamann Tyson Lindsay has 

emerged asas aaa kkkkeyey SSAA fifigure in the
lead-up to thihiis s ss SaSatuturday’s referendum,
a pa pp p eep ep e a rr i ni ni n gg a l o n g s i d e  l e a d i n g 
No ccammpaigner Senator Jacinta
NNampijinpa Price in media pleas that 
urge Australians to vote down the
constitution-altering proposal.

REPORT PAAGE 5

LOCAL CANDIDATE SAYS ‘YES’ PAGE 4

A LOCAL apiarist’s bees have 
been accidentally poisoned, 
resulting in the loss of three full 
hives. 

P a r i n g a  m a n  R o b b i e 
Johnstone, who kept his hives on 
a property at Plushsbend Road, 
made a grim discovery at the 

end of September when he found 
thousands of his bees dead from 
an accidental poisoning. 

“It’s a slight emotional loss, 
I am not crying myself to sleep 
over it but it’s not nice,” Mr 
Johnstone said.

REPORT PAGE 8

Beekeeper’s deadly find YES to $70m Paringa plan

Berri man Tyson Lindsay is a leading SA advocate for the No campaign heading into this weekend’s referendum. INSET: Mr Lindsay with Senator Jacinta Price.    MAIN PHOTO: Paul Mitchell

LOCAL LEADER WARNS VOICE WILL MEAN...

da

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2023

$3.00

YOUR Riverland voiceWEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2023 YOUR Riverland voice

Riverland KIA

1 East Tce Loxton SA 5333
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Sorento
Sport+ Diesel
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Offers�end�30�April�2023,�or�while�stocks�last.
Offers available on new vehicles and for private buyers only. Vehicles must be purchased and delivered between 1 February and 30
April 2023. Premium Paint at additional cost. Kia reserves the right to change, supersede or extend these offers. A. Recommended
drive away price for 59,777. S/No - K185080 For warranty terms & conditions visit kia.com.au/warranty
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BUZZ STOP
Local almond growers face costly bee shortage

HUGH SCHUITEMAKER
RESTRICTIONS on the movement 
of interstate bees into SA are 
expected to translate into a downturn 
in almond production across the 
Riverland – and an economic hit for 

the region’s growers.
Riverland almond growers are 

facing a shortage of available bee 
hives for pollination ahead of the 
next season, due to restrictions 
aimed at preventing incursions of the 

destructive varroa mite in the state.
Last year SA orchards were 

paying $200 a hive to source bees 
from interstate and Almond Board 
of Australia CEO Tim Jackson said 
lacking the required bee numbers 

would result in lower volumes of 
almonds being harvested locally.

“We’re still trying to quantify how 
many bees we’re going to be short,” 
Mr Jackson said.

PAGE 4 STORY

Embracing our 
imperfections

THE newest Australian of the Year 
wants us to love our imperfect 
bodies – and a Riverland initiative 
is achieving the same goal.

A d e l a i d e  w o m a n  Ta r y n 
Brumfit’s message of rejecting 
body shaming was mirrored at a 
recent “life drawing” workshop 
– featuring a nude model – for 16 
adult artists at Riverland Youth 
Theatre (RYT).

PAGE 8 STORY

Model Jamila Main with participants Model Jamila Main with participants 
Jo, Kelly, Jacqui, Karl and Annie at Jo, Kelly, Jacqui, Karl and Annie at 

Riverland Youth Theatre’s recent Riverland Youth Theatre’s recent 
life drawing workshop – aimed at life drawing workshop – aimed at 

embracing imperfections.embracing imperfections.
PHOTO: Deirdre GrahamPHOTO: Deirdre Graham
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Christmas Pageant

RETURNS

DEC 1

What’s your plan when 
your family needs you?

SCAN QR CODE TO 
ORDER TAKEAWAY

TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE 7 DAYS
11.30AM - 8PM

CALL TO ORDER (08) 8541 2999

OOSCAR’SS BISTRO ATT OSCAR’SS BISTRO
WE COOK ALL DAY!!

7 DAYS A WEEK 
LUNCH 12pm – 2pm

DINNER 6pm – 8pm SUN-THURS 
6pm - 8.30pm FRI & SAT
BAR MENU AVAILABLE 

2pm – 6pm DAILY

RSRS 
ORDER 

AT TABLE 
NOW

AVAILABLE

2 McCoy St, Waikerie | waikeriehotel.com | (08) 8541 2999

DDECEMBERR NIGHTSS DINNERR 
&& ENTERTAINMENT

SAT DEC 2ND - LOUISE MITTON 6PM - 9PM 
SUN DEC 3RD - CHRISTINE CLIFFORD 12PM-3PM
                                 *SUNDAY SESH ON THE DECK*
FRI DEC 8TH - 5 FOR EFFECT - 6PM - 9PM
SAT DEC 9TH - ONE FUSION ACOUSTIC 6PM - 9PM 
FRI DEC 15TH - ONE FUSION ACOUSTIC 6PM - 9PM

SAT DEC 16TH - JOEY HAENEN 6PM - 9PM
FRI DEC 22ND - JOEY HAENEN 6PM - 9PM 
SAT DEC 23RD - CRAIG ATKINS 6PM - 9PM
CHRISTMAS EVE - CHRISTINE CLIFFORD 6PM - 9PM
FRI DEC 29TH - CLOUDY DAVEY 6PM - 9PM 
SAT DEC 30TH - CLOUDY DAVEY 6PM - 9PM

DONE DEAL
Accolade reaches agreement with CCW over grower payments...

AN ongoing legal dispute 
between a global wine com-
pany and the Riverland’s 
largest co-operative – over 
red wine payments for its 
members – has been resolved.

Accolade reached the 
agreement with CCW for 
grapes from the 2023 vintage.

STORY PAGE 3

Tonight’s
the night
THE highly anticipated THE highly anticipated 
prom week is finally prom week is finally 
here, with senior here, with senior 
students from three students from three 
Riverland high schools Riverland high schools 
set to celebrate. set to celebrate. 

Loxton High School Loxton High School 
year 12 students year 12 students 
Jenna Vowles and Jenna Vowles and 
Piper Gibbs (pictured), Piper Gibbs (pictured), 
both 17, are eagerly both 17, are eagerly 
anticipating tonight’s anticipating tonight’s 
event at The Precinct.event at The Precinct.

“I’m looking forward “I’m looking forward 
to dressing up and to dressing up and 
putting everything putting everything 
together,” Piper said.together,” Piper said.

Renmark High Renmark High 
School’s formal will School’s formal will 
be tomorrow night, be tomorrow night, 
followed by Berri followed by Berri 
Regional Secondary Regional Secondary 
College on Friday.College on Friday.

STORY PAGE 5

BUYBACK 
FEARS 
GROW
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STEPHANIE THOMPSON

A LOCAL beekeeper is “hoping for 
the best, but expecting the worst” 
after some restrictions to protect the 
state’s bee industry were lifted last 
week.

Primary Industries and Regions 
SA (PIRSA) announced it is now 

accepting applications for permits 
to facilitate movements of bees 
and bee products from the General 
Emergency Zone (GEZ) in New 
South Wales, following the detec-
tion of varroa mites last year.

The announcement comes as 
local almond orchards are on the 
brink of blossoming.

Loxton beekeeper Mark DeCaux 
said he was of the belief it is a mat-
ter of when, not if, the varroa mite 
arrives in the state.

“We are the lucky country, but 
we might have to be the miracle 
country because no other country 
has done it (eradicated it),” he said.

“It’s more about how long before 

it gets here. 
“I don’t think they can keep it 

out.”
Varroa mites are the most seri-

ous pest of honey bees worldwide 
and prior to last year’s outbreak, 
Australia was the only major hon-
ey-producing country free of it.

PAGE 5 FULL STORY

Varroa mite restrictions lifted as pressure mounts on almond growers...

WAIT AND BEE

A RIVERLAND maIVEIVEV n’
decades of dedadeadede icatio
to the local commun
through voluntthrough voluntthrough vol eering e
an emergency san emergency servierviervi
was recognisedwas recognised last welast west weast e

Monash man Raoh man RaoR ooullul ul l 
de Grancy was last Flast Fast FFF
awarded the CFded the CFthe CFdd S NaS NatS NaSS NatNataN
Medal Third ClMedal Third CMedal Third ClMedal Third ClMedal Third ClMeda d Class, mass, mass, mass, mmass, m
ing his moreing his more ting his more ting his more tng his more thing his more tn han 45han 45 yhan 45 yhan 45 yhan 45han 45 y4
in the servicein the service. . 

PAGE 8PAGE 8E  STOR STOR STOSTOR

s
on 
nity, 
for or 

ice, ic
eek. ek. eeeek. 

Ott OttoOttOttoOttotto Otto O
Friday FridayFridaayridayriday 
tional tionaltioionantiotiio

markmamarkmarkk--
years yearsyearayears

RYRYRYRY

Monash resident Raoul Otto de Grancy was last Friday night honoured for his more than 45 years of service in the CFS. He is pictured with son, and current Monash CFS captain, Dave Otto de 
Grancy. PHOTO: Hugh Schuitemaker
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HUGH SCHUITEMAKER 

LOCAL growers of certain grape 
varieties, expected to remain 
unprofitable for “some time”, have 
been advised by a senior Riverland 
politician to consider pulling out 
their vines or risk financial collapse.  

Riverland winegrape growers are 

currently facing “enormous pres-
sure” due to a combination of over-
supply, market access, increasing 
production costs and supply chain 
challenges 

Riverland-based MLC Nicola 
Centofanti said “solutions and 
opportunities” for growers needed 
to be a priority.  

“Diverting financial hardship 
to productivity and success is far 
better for our farmers, our state 
food security and for the land, but 
producers cannot go it alone,” Dr 
Centofanti said in a Letter to the 
Editor inside today’s Pioneer. 

“We need a program that sup-
ports our growers to exit the wine 

industry with dignity. 
“In doing so, it is critical that 

we continue to keep the land pro-
ductive to ensure that we maintain 
our capacity to grow the best pro-
duce and our regional communities 
continue to not only survive, but 
thrive.”

Continued page 4

Advice to start pulling vines as wine industry outlook still grim…  

THE BELL TOLLS?  
Former Renmark Paringa councillor Trevor Loxton says converting 180 Murray Avenue into open riverfront space fulfills the reason council initially 

purchased the building. PHOTO: Hugh Schuitemaker   

DEMO DAY 

A LOCAL council’s demolitionlitionition 
of a notable Renmark riverfrr ont 
building is fulfilling the rh easons
the site was pthe site was pe site was purchased, accourchased, acchase rding ddi
to one of itsto one of its onnonn ex-councillorsex-councillors. . 
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Assistance and advice in Commercial 
& Business Law, Conveyancing, 

Lease & Property Law, Wills, Probate 
& Estate Planning, Family Law & 

Taxation Law

See our experienced 
team foR

P R O F E S S I O N A L .   P R A C T I C A L .   P E R S O N A L .

River vouchers timely boost for locals...

IT FLOATS 
OUR BOAT

ELYSE ARMANINI
THE upcoming second round of the 
River Revival Voucher program – which 
includes houseboats and guided tours – 
is ideally timed to boost the industry, a 
local operator says.

The fi rs t  round of  the  Sta te 
Government  program,  a imed a t 
providing a post-flood revenue hit for 
local tourism, enjoyed mixed success, 
with many of the claimed vouchers 
going unredeemed – and available 
dollars failing to find their way to 
Riverland businesses.

However, changes to the second round 
have local operators enthused, includ-
ing Boats and Bedzzz Houseboat Stays 
and Renmark River Villas owner Deanne 
Flaherty.

PAGE 3 STORY

RIGHT
AS RAIN

  

Local grain growers have their fingers crossed for solid rain in the next 24 hours, with about 30mm predicted. Pictured in a field of chief wheat is Bugle Hut farmer Jamie Fisher with daughter, 
Aurora, 6 months. PHOTO: Stephanie Thompson

STEPHANIE THOMPSON
LOCAL grain growers are 
rejoicing after solid rainfall 
across the district in the past 
fortnight. 

Up to 30mm more was fore-
cast for last night and today, 
and Bugle Hut farmer Jamie 
Fisher said the rain was wel-
comed at his property, east of 
Loxton.

“It’s definitely a good way 
to start the year off,” he said.

“Having the crop already in 
the ground before the rain has 
turned out to be an advantage 
now.”

Bureau of Meteorology sen-
ior meteorologist Mark Anolak 
said he was “fairly confident” 
most areas would see rain.

PAGE 4 STORY
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Riverland Kia

1 East Tce Loxton SA 5333

riverlandkia.com.au

(08) 8584 7262
280887

For warranty terms & conditions
visit kia.com.au/warranty.

HUGH SCHUITEMAKER 
A SENIOR Riverland financial 
indust ry  figure  predic ts  an 
inability to borrow money from 
banks will threaten a number of 
the region’s wine grape growers, 

who are still struggling through 
challenges related to rising input 
costs, international exports, and 
unfavourable prices for fruit.   

Rivawine Collaboration chair-
man, and Riverland Lending 

Services executive director, Jeff 
McDonald said decreasing profit 
margins were threatening the sus-
tainability of local wine produc-
tion. 

“Most growers I talk to run at 

a cost of production of between 
$400 and $500 per tonne,” Mr 
McDonald said. 

“What’s the average return for 
their varieties? If they are dropping 
some on the ground, it’s nothing.

“If you’re only getting $100 
for shiraz or cabernet, or $350 for 
chardonnay, a handful of growers 
in the Riverland would have been 
lucky to break even this year.”

PAGE 5 FULL STORY

Borrowing changes expected to put more squeeze on grape growers… 

AN EXPENSIVE DROP

THE opening of a national retailer’s new 
Riverland store has marked the first milestone 
in a major property developer’s plan to 
economically and socially grow the Renmark 
community. 

Renmark’s Harvey Norman outlet held 
a soft opening on Monday, with the store’s 
grand opening set for Saturday, May 27. 

Adelaide-based property developer 
Evergreen Built last September announced 
Harvey Norman would occupy the Fourteenth 
Street shopping centre, with Carpet One also 
relocating into the complex. 

It is understood Evergreen Built expects to 
attract another “major ASX-listed retailer” to 
a shop space on Ral Ral Avenue. 

Construction also continues on specialist dis-
ability accommodation, an allied health cen-
tre and childcare centre at an Evergreen Built-
owned site located adjacent to the Renmark 
Paringa Civic Centre, on Eighteenth Street.   

Evergreen Built director, and former 
Renmark resident, Wayne Henry said easing 
pressure on disability housing and childcare 
access, and encouraging business expansion, 
would result in ongoing growth for the town. 

“We’re meeting the needs of the commu-
nity, and in turn that will help the community 
and its businesses grow,” Mr Henry said. 

PAGES 4-5 Harvey Norman opens
PAGE 14 The Evergreen vision

Renmark’s 
open for 
business

Harvey Norman Renmark team members Adam Pedler (left), Natalie Anspach, Hope Carter, Shaydan Stockmeier, Kerrin Webber and Monty 
Wimborne were overjoyed to welcome customers to the new store, which held a soft opening on Monday. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham 
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OFFEJEWELLERS.COM.AUBERRI - Riverland Central Plaza|P: 08 8582 1241

VISIT OUR BRAND NEW STORE OPPOSITE COLES 
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An extensive selection of gold and silver 
jewellery, diamonds and gemstones and all your 
favourite brands including Pandora, Ellani, Autore 

A MIXED DOZEN
ACCOLADE Wines will begin the 
process to potentially sell a major 
Riverland vineyard, but remains 
committed to its Berri Estates 
operations, while another popular 
local winery has been put on the 
market. 

Responding to inquiries from The 
Murray Pioneer earlier this week, an 

Accolade Wines spokesperson con-
firmed the company was “at the early 
stages of exploring the potential sale 
of the vineyards at Banrock Station”. 

The industry giant also reaffirmed 
its commitment to the Berri winery. 

The news comes following 
last week’s announcement that 
Bookpurnong-based Salena Estate 

had also been listed for sale. 
Meanwhile, optimism has been 

sparked for the region’s grape 
growers and winemakers regarding 
a potential early end to Chinese-
imposed tariffs on Australian 
wine, said to be having devastating 
impacts on Riverland communities 
after progress was made toward the 

ending of similar tariffs on barley. 
CCW CEO Jim Godden said a 

new approach to negotiations with 
China had generated an opportu-
nity to “discuss and see if we can 
reach an agreement”. 

PAGE 4 Early end to tariffs? 
PAGES 4-5 Banrock, Salena sales 

Hip-hop Hip-hop 
hooray hooray 

HUGH SCHUITEMAKER
A COMBINATION of unique 
skills and high energy has seen 
two Riverland girls with a love
of hip-hop achieve success 
a t  numerous  recen t  dance
competitions.  

Local hip-hop dance enthusi-
asts Jayda Lambert, of Renmark, 
and Chloe Marschall, of Monash, 
both 14, have been victorious in
competitions run by the South
Australian Stage Dancing Society, 
Talent Tribe and Get the Beat.

PAGE 8 STORY

Hip-hop dancers 
Jayda Lambert, 
of Renmark, and 
Chloe Marschall, 
of Monash, 
both 14, have 
been successful 
at a number 
of recent 
competitions in 
Adelaide. 
PHOTO: Deirdre 
Graham
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PROMPT, 
PROFESSIONAL 

& QUALITY 
SERVICE

In warm appreciation of our association during 
the past year, the team at Riverland Plumbing 
& Gas extend our very best wishes for a happy 

holiday season & take this opportunity to remind 
you that we are on call 24/7 over the festive 

season for any of your plumbing & gas needs. 

admin@riverlandplumbingandgas.com.au

Phone 0422 752 474

PGE257401
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Hoffy’s Steel will be on 
Christmas closure 

From December 18th 
and returning to work on 

January 15th, 2024.
We wish everyone a very merry 

Christmas with family & friends 
and a prosperous new year.

08 8582 1120
bernie@hoffysc.com.au

BZ13042

Berri Dental will be closed from 1.00pm 
Friday 22 December, 2023 and will re-open 
on Monday 8 January, 2024.
For any dental emergencies
please call our hotline number: 0437 733 350
We wish you all a safe and wonderful 
Christmas and New Years. We look forward 
to seeing your smiles in 2024!

BZ13054
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Hybrid Highlander variant shown. Hyundai SmartSense® is a registered trademark of Hyundai Motor Company. Safety features are not a substitute for attentive driving.

Hyundai 
 SANTA FE Hybrid.
 Go the distance.

Say goodbye to backseat battles and find peace at last on your next family road trip. With an impressive range, you can drive further and stop less. Innovative 
turbo hybrid power not only delivers a satisfyingly smooth drive but the torque you need to make the most of the impressive AWD capabilities. Plus, a range 
of advanced Hyundai SmartSense® features will give you extra peace of mind. Imagine that.

Hyundai.com/au/santa-fe-hybrid

Rosenthal Hyundai
1270 Old Sturt Hwy Berri, 08 8582 3644, rosenthalhyundai.com.au 46

Former Renmark Paringa mayor and ex-RFL chairman Neil Martinson was elected as president of the Murray Valley Football Netball League 
at the competition’s inaugural AGM last month. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

REAL REAL 
DEAL DEAL 
NEIL

THE Riverland’s newest football and 
netball competition has cast aside some 
“disappointing” treatment from the RFL 
and is ready for its inaugural season, its 
new president says.

PAGE 33 STORY

BEN LENNON
LAST Saturday’s  hea twave  caused 
widespread confusion among the Riverland 
cricket community, with a fixture-based 
debate spilling onto social media. 

Riverland Turf Cricket Association presi-
dent Brian Lynch wore the brunt of the criti-
cism, which centred around Loxton’s match 
with Parilla going ahead, starting in the even-
ing, while the Renmark North vs Pinnaroo 
and Berri vs Murrayville matches were both 
abandoned due to high temperatures.

Mr Lynch believes the situation is “not as 
big as a mess as everyone thinks”, with the 
association acting on advice received from 
SACA earlier in the week.

PAGE 34 STORY

Cricket boss defiant 
amid heatwave spat

RTCA and Loxton Cricket Club president 
Brian Lynch has defended the association’s 

actions during a heatwave-affected round last 
weekend. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff
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LOXTON High School extended its 
Riverland Interschool Athletics streak 
to 42 consecutive wins yesterday, 
finishing 293 points ahead of Berri 
Regional Secondary College in the 
final standings. 

PAGE 43 RECAP

42: THE STREAK CONTINUES42: THE STREAK CONTINUES

Loxton High School captains Skyla Schulz and Andy Kariuki in front of a sea of moroon after Loxton High’s historic 42nd straight Riverland Interschool Athletics Carnival win yesterday. 
PHOTO: Alexandra Bull
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WE’RE YOUR TRUSTED 
LOCAL CAR DEALERSHIP

MEET THE 
TEAM

au

FLAGPIES MAKE HISTORY
PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

FOR the first time since the 
competition’s inaugural season, 
the RWFL has a new champion, 
with Waikerie besting Berri in 
Saturday night’s grand final.

PAGE 44 FULL STORY

FOOTBALL
FINALS FEVER SWEEPS 

THE RIVERLAND
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WZ10661-V6

2017 KIA CERATO S HATCH

$17,990
2Lt petrol EFI engine, auto trans, Cruise control, 

1 local owner, Good service history, 
114,000Kms, S799BUH 

20
2Lt petrol22

1 

3.0lt V6 Turbo 
Diesel, 

10 Speed Auto
Premium Pack, 

Window Tint, 
Electric Brakes,  

22,000kms, XB944G.

2016 FORD ZG ESCAPE TREND

$21,990
2Lt EFI engine, auto trans, AWD, 
1 local owner, full service history, 
Immaculate vehicle, S920BM2

2020 RANGER WILDTRAK

$53,990
2.0Lt Bi-Turbo, 10 speed auto, Tint, electric 

brakes, 1 local owner, Full service history, 
75,000Kms, S519CVS 

2
2.0

b

2012 FORD RANGER WILDTRAK

$29,990
3.2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto trans,
bullbar, UHF, reverse camera, towbar.

S739BOH 

20

2015 PXII RANGER XL DUAL CAB

$25,990
4cyl turbo diesel, auto trans 4X4, steel tray, 

bullbar, towbar Side steps, tonneau cover, 
2 local owners from new, S087BJT 

2

2020 LANDCRUISER 79 GXL

$92,990
V8 Turbo Diesel, manual, GVM upgrade, ARB 

Bullbar, Side rails & steps, steel Dekker tray
S337BQA 

V
3 03.03.0ltltlt V6V6V6

1010 SpeSpeeded
PrePremiumiumm

Windo
EleElectrctric ic B

2222,,000000kkms X, X, BB0
ARB 
ray

2019 FORD RANGER RAPTOR

$69,990
2Lt turbo diesel, 10 speed auto, Roller shutter, 

ARB Bullbar, Much more, 1 local owner, 
only 37,000Kms, YY727K 

$$75,99075,990

2016 HOLDEN VFII CALAIS V

$46,990
6lt V8 Engine, Auto Trans, Immaculate 

Condition, 97,000kms, 
Hard To Find Vehicle, S461BXL

S

2016 H
6lt V8 En

Ha

2017 FORD PX2 WILDTRAK

$41,990
3.2Lt turbo diesel, 6speed auto 4X4

1 local owner, full service history
Window tint, 120,000Kms, YY737K 

201
3.2L

1
W

2017 FORD PX2 RANGER WILDTRAK

$44,990
3.2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto, 4X4, steel 

bull bar, spot lights, Roller tonneau cover, 
tint, 1 local owner, 128,000Kms, S034BTN 

2017
3.2L

b
t

2022 2022 
RANGER RANGER 

WILDTRAKWILDTRAK$94,990

2019 RAM 1500 LARAMIE
5.7Lt V8 Petrol, automatic, ARB Bulbar, 

LED spot Lights, Dual battery, UHF, 
Only 60,000Kms, XA453U

20

5

2021 SUZUKI JIMNY GLX

$35,990
1.5Lt EFI engine, manual trans, 4X4, 1 local 

owner, only 2,000Kms, 
Hard to find vehicle, S557CNZ 

2

2016 HOLDEN COLORADO LTZ

$36,990
2.8Lt turbo diesel engine, 6 speed manual
Hard tonneau cover, towbar, Nudge bar with 

spot lights, Only 90,000Kms 

0

2016 H
2.8Lt turbo
Hard ton

SATURDAYS ARE FOR SATURDAYS ARE FOR 
THE GIRLSTHE GIRLS

A new era of Riverland girls footy will kick off this weekend, catering for girls from Auskick level all the way through to under 16s. Back: 
Denver Kimberley (14, left), Ebony Johnson (15) and Blossom Kimberley (14). Front: Ivy Gilford (8), Helayna Wardle (10) and Maddison 

Wardle (5). PHOTO: Alexandra Bull

‘Record breaking’ 
RBA season ahead

PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

BEN LENNON
ONE of the region’s most popular summer 
sport is thriving once again, with a “record 
breaking” Riverland basketball season set to 
tip off this Thursday night.

A record-breaking 135 teams will take to 
the court this season across all senior and 
junior grades, and league president Mick 
Trussell is keen for the campaign to get under 
way.

“It has come around pretty quick but I’m 
looking forward to it,” he said. 

The division one men’s competition will 
see teams from all five major towns take part, 
while Renmark will sit out the women’s top 
division for the second year in a row.

PAGE 38 FULL STORY

kick level all the way through to under 16s Back:

STORY: PAGE 40
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WZ10335 -V10

2019 FORD MONDEO WAGON

$28,990

2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto, reverse 
camera, alloy wheels, cruise, sat nav, cargo 

barrier, 1 owner, 78,000kms. S173CPR 

2

c

2014 FORD FG-X FALCON G6E SEDAN

$31,990

4Lt petrol engine, 6 speed auto, Leather, 
memory seats, window tint, 1 owner, 
only 73,000Kms, rare car. S169CPR 

2014
4L

Turbo diesel, auto trans, bulbar, 
Light bar, tonneau cover, sports-
bar Towbar, tint, one local owner 

Only 52,000Kms. XA747L 

2020 MAZDA BT50 XTR 4X4

$49,990

Dual cab/chassis, current model. Turbo diesel, 
man trans, side steps, Alloys, towbar, roof racks, 1 
owner, Only 23000 Kms, no tray fitted S629CTB 

2018 FORD ESCAPE ST-LINE

$35,990

2LT turbo petrol, auto trans, AWD
1 Local owner, immaculate condition

62,000KMS YY735K

2018 FORD FOCUS RS LIMITED ED.

$59,990

2.3LT turbo petrol engine (257kw), AWD sports 
car, Nitrous blue paint, only 30,000kms. 

XA393D

201
2.3LT

2019 FORD RANGER WILDRACK

$57,990

2.0lt Bi Turbo Diesel Engine, 10 Speed auto 
140L Fuel Tank, Nudge Bar with light bar, 

Electric brakes, GME UHF, rear airbag 
suspension, 52000kms, S174CPR 

2

2007 TOYOTA PRADO GXL

$21,990

3LT turbo diesel, auto trans, Base rack & awning, 
bulbar, Sidesteps, alloys, good condition for 

age. S628CTB 

2019 MITSUBISHI TRITON GLS 4X4

$39,990

2.4lt Turbo Diesel Engine, 6 Speed Manual trans
ARB Canopy, twin drawers, tradie rack 

platform, Towbar, reverse camera, 
immaculate S034BZX 

2
2

$47,990

$49,990

2013 PX RANGER XLS 4X4

$25,990

3.2LT turbo diesel, manual trans, Bullbar, alloys, 
towbar, S494AZU

2013 FORD PX RANGER XLS

$25,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed manual
4x4, Bullbar, alloy wheels, towbar

S494AZU

2019 FORD PX3 RANGER XLT

$44,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed auto, 4x2, rear 
canopy, towbar, tint, 1 local owner, 

immaculate. S077BZN 

Turbo dieTurbo die
Light bar,Light bar,
b T b$42,990

3L

2017 TOYOTA HILUX SR 4X4

2016 TOYOTA HILUX SR5 EXTRA CAB

2.8LT turbo diesel, auto trans, 1 local owner, alloy 
bulbar, Rear canopy, rear drawers, cruise

Immaculate condition, 138,000Kms, S876BPB 

2.8LT turbo diesel, manual trans, 1 local owner, 
nudge bar, sidesteps, Towbar, immaculate 

condition only 65,000Kms, S457BMH 

2.

2016
2.8LT

nu

2

1 
 

3

 2018 MY19  2018 MY19 
HOLDEN HOLDEN 

COLORADO COLORADO 
LS-XLS-X

BIKE BIKE 
BOYS BOYS 
ARE ARE 

BACKBACK
BEN LENNON
THE Ber r i  B ike  Boys ,  known 
throughout  the region for  their 
fundraising efforts and commitment 
to pushing the limits on two wheels, 
took on the 123km Tour Down Under 
Challenge course last weekend. 

PAGE 42 STORY

Berri Bike Boys Brent McMahon (left), Garry McMahon, Simon Brown, Brenton Peltz (captain), Phil Rosewarne, Greg Reeks and Gavin McMahon 
took on the brutal Tour Down Under Challenge last weekend. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

Rowers from all three Riverland clubs hit 
Lake Bonney on Sunday, in what was their 

first row in months.
PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

Back on the water
ALEXANDRA BULL
LAKE Bonney played host to the 
Renmark, Berri and Waikerie rowing 
clubs last Sunday, with the clubs taking to 
the water for the first time since the River 
Murray was closed due to the flood event. 

Four crews took to the water during the 
row, organised by the Renmark Rowing 
Club, including a boat with the three local 
mayors, coxed by deputy premier Susan 
Close.

Renmark Rowing Club president Tony 
Townsend said Sunday’s row on Lake 
Bonney was the clubs’ first on-water row 
since November.

“We have only been rowing on ergo 
machines in the club, and you tend to get 
a little bit bored when you are just going 
up and down the same place in the shed,” 
he said. 

PAGE 40 STORY
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WZ10335-V20

2019 FORD MONDEO WAGON

$28,990

2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto, reverse 
camera, alloy wheels, cruise, sat nav, cargo 

barrier, 1 owner, 78,000kms. S173CPR 

2

c

2014 FORD FG-X FALCON G6E SEDAN

$31,990

4Lt petrol engine, 6 speed auto, Leather, 
memory seats, window tint, 1 owner, 
only 73,000Kms, rare car. S169CPR 

2014
4L

3.2Lt turbo diesel,
 6 speed manual trans

Hard lid, leather, 20” alloys
Roof racks & side awning, 

59,000Kms, One owner, 
full service history, YY231U

2018 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER EXCEED

$34,990

2018 M
2.4lt Efi, Auto Trans, Awd, Leather, Sunroof, 7 Seat-

er, Immaculate Condition, Only 66,000kms
S366BZF 

2018 FORD FOCUS RS LIMITED ED.

$59,990

2.3LT turbo petrol engine (257kw), AWD sports 
car, Nitrous blue paint, only 30,000kms. 

XA393D

2018
2.3LT

2012 FORD RANGER WILDTRAK

$29,990

3.2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto trans,
bullbar, UHF, reverse camera, towbar.

S739BOH 

20

2019 MITSUBISHI TRITON GLS 4X4

$39,990

2.4lt Turbo Diesel Engine, 6 Speed Manual trans
ARB Canopy, twin drawers, tradie rack 

platform, Towbar, reverse camera, 
immaculate S034BZX 

20
2

2013 FORD PX RANGER XLS

$25,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed manual
4x4, Bulllbar, alloy wheels, towbar

S494AZU

3 2Lt turb3.2Lt turb
6 speed man 6 speed man

Hard lid leatherHard lid, leather,Hard lid, leather, 
Roof racks & sideRoof racks & side

59 000Kms On59,000Kms, On, ,
full service history

D ED.

90

D sports 
00kms. 

2006 FPV GT SEDAN

$39,990

BF 5.4lt Engine, Auto Trans, 
Leather, Good Service History Only 

122,000kms XKX157 

0
BF

Leath

2021 FORD EVEREST TREND

$51,990

2LT BiTurbo Diesel, 10 speed auto, 4x2, 7 
seater, leather, steel bullbar, Elec brakes, tow-
bar, 1 local owner only 53,000Kms. S090CJR 

$$47,990

2016 HOLDEN VFII CALAIS V

$49,990

6lt V8 Engine, Auto Trans, Immaculate 
Condition, 97,000kms, 

Hard To Find Vehicle, S461BXL

200

2016 H
6lt V8 En

Ha

$19,990

2016 FORD FOCUS TREND
1.5Lt turbo petrol engine, auto trans, reverse 

camera, sat nav, one local owner, 
only 46,000Kms. S985BJT 

2018 FORD ESCAPE ST-LINE

$35,990

2LT turbo petrol, auto trans, AWD
1 Local owner, immaculate condition

62,000KMS YY735K

0

20

1 

2016 TOYOTA PRADO VX

$57,990

Turbo Diesel, Auto Trans, Leather Trim, Towbar
Graphite Paint, Only 104,000kms, S971CUT 

Tu
G

2
2LT
sea
ba

2017 FORD 2017 FORD 
RANGER FX4 RANGER FX4 

4X44X4

KINGS 
OF THE 
HILLS

BEN LENNON
A FRESH-faced Riverland line-up dismantled 
a rival league at Mount Barker on Saturday, 
under the guidance of one of the RFL’s modern-
day greats. 

Waikerie legend and 2010 Whillas Medallist 
Damian Stevens coached a youthful Riverland 
side to victory over the Hills Country division 
at the Eastern Zone interleague carnival on 
Saturday afternoon at The Summit.

Players from all six RFL clubs combined 
to deal Hills Country a 75-point loss, with 
Waikerie’s Jarrad Bee named best-on-ground 
in the win. 

Stevens’ side held a narrow lead at quar-
ter time before breaking the game open in the 
second term, booting six unanswered goals 
to establish a strong lead going into the main 
break. 

PAGES 44-45  INTERLEAGUE WRAP
Loxton North skipper Codi Voumard spoils the ball out of play over his opponent during the Riverland’s interleague clash with Hills Country 

at last Saturday’s Eastern Zone carnival at Mount Barker. PHOTO: aussie.snapshots
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WZ10661-V3

2022 KIA CERATO SPORTS+ HATCH

$32,990

2lt Efi Engine, 6speed Auto Trans, 17”Alloys, 
Rev Camera, Sat Nav, 1 Local Owner, Only 

11,000kms, S171CPD 

2022 K
2lt Efi En

Rev C

2Lt turbo diesel, 
10 speed auto

Roller shutter, ARB 
Bullbar + Solis 

spot lights, UHF, 
Much more, 1 

local owner, only 
37,000Kms

YY727K 

2016 FORD ZG ESCAPE TREND

$21,990

2Lt EFI engine, auto trans, AWD, 
1 local owner, full service history, 
Immaculate vehicle, S920BM2

2018 FORD FOCUS RS LIMITED ED.

$59,990

2.3LT turbo petrol engine (257kw), AWD sports 
car, Nitrous blue paint, only 30,000kms. 

XA393D

2018
2.3LT

2012 FORD RANGER WILDTRAK

$29,990

3.2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto trans,
bullbar, UHF, reverse camera, towbar.

S739BOH 

20

2019 MITSUBISHI TRITON GLS 4X4

$36,990

2.4lt Turbo Diesel Engine, 6 Speed Manual trans
ARB Canopy, twin drawers, tradie rack 

platform, Towbar, reverse camera, 
immaculate S034BZX 

20
2

2013 FORD PX RANGER XLS

$21,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed manual
4x4, Bulllbar, alloy wheels, towbar

S494AZU

22
11

RolRol

ss

loc

ED.

0

ports 
ms. 

2019 MAZDA BT50 XTR 4X4

$44,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed auto
BullBar, Side steps, tonneau cover

1 local owner, only 60,000Kms, S567CAW 

$79,990

2016 HOLDEN VFII CALAIS V

$46,990

6lt V8 Engine, Auto Trans, Immaculate 
Condition, 97,000kms, 

Hard To Find Vehicle, S461BXL

2016 H
6lt V8 En

Ha

2017 FORD PX2 WILDTRAK

$41,990

3.2Lt turbo diesel, 6speed auto 4X4
1 local owner, full service history

Window tint, 120,000Kms, YY737K 

201
3.2L

1
W

2017 FORD PX2 RANGER WILDTRAK

$44,990

3.2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto, 4X4, steel 
bull bar, spot lights, Roller tonneau cover, 
tint, 1 local owner, 128,000Kms, S034BTN 

2017
3.2L

b
t

2019 FORD 
RANGER 
RAPTOR

$41,990

2016 TOYOTA HILUX SR
Turbo diesel, auto trans, 4X4, Black alloys, steel 
bullbar, Tonneau cover, towbar, 110,000Kms, 1 

local owner, full service history, S731BJF 

Turbo
bullba

lo

2021 SUZUKI JIMNY GLX

$35,990

1.5Lt EFI engine, manual trans, 4X4, 1 local 
owner, only 2,000Kms, 

Hard to find vehicle, S557CNZ 

201
3

1 loc

2016 HOLDEN COLORADO LTZ

$36,990

2.8Lt turbo diesel engine, 6 speed manual
Hard tonneau cover, towbar, Nudge bar with 

spot lights, Only 90,000Kms 

0
AW

2016 H
2.8Lt turbo
Hard tonn

ROO CREW ROO CREW 
ON TOP

5RM general 
manager 
Greg Bakker 
(left) 
presents 
Barmera-
Monash 
co-captain 
Sam 
Butterworth, 
playing 
coach 
Fraser 
Sampson 
and 
co-captain 
Michael 
mock with 
the RFL 
trophy, 
following 
the Roos’ 
historic 
win over 
Renmark 
in Saturday 
afternoon’s 
A grade 
decider. 
INSET: The 
Barmera-
Monash 
bench 
explodes 
with joy 
after the 
final siren. 
PHOTOS: 
Grant 
Schwartzkopff

BEN LENNON
A PREMIERSHIP drought 
stretching back over a decade 
was brought to a resounding 
end in front of a packed house 
at Waikerie Oval on Saturday 
afternoon. 

Barmera-Monash added 
an eighth RFL flag to its tro-
phy cabinet and the first since 

the 2012 triumph, defeating 
favourite Renmark by nine 
points.

At first glance the score-
board, which showed the low-
est winning grand final score 
in post-World War II RFL his-
tory, pointed to a dour affair, 
but the reality was something 
different.

PAGES 40-45 GF COVERAGE
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AT THE BUZZERAT THE BUZZER
RIVERLAND basketball roared back 
to life on Thursday evening, with a 
tied game between two division one 
sides headlining an action-packed 
night.

PAGE 36 FULL STORY

Barmera’s Chelsea Wutke attempts a layup ahead of Loxton players Shenae Rucioch and Bailey Hahn on Thursday night. INSET: The two 
sides finished level on points as the clock struck zero, marking a strange start to the 2023/24 season. PHOTOS: Grant Schwartzkopff

Brenton Woolston will take charge of Berri’s 
A grade football side in 2024. 

PHOTO: Ben Lennon

Demons keen to rise 
from the depths

BEN LENNON
THE final piece of the RFL coaching 
jigsaw is locked in for 2024, with Berri 
officially announcing the replacement for 
Clint Ridgway last month during the club’s 
end-of-season presentation night, following 
a lacklustre 2023 season. 

Berri stalwart Brenton Woolston will 
take the reins of the A grade side next year, 
as the club looks to rejuvenate its football 
department after being “behind the eight-
ball” in 2023. 

Football director Jayme Peltz said the 
football department was eager to obtain 
the services of someone entrenched with 
the club and believes Woolston was the 
“logical choice” for the situation at hand.

PAGE 37 FULL STORY

BEN LENNON
A STREAK stretching back 
to the late 2000s was ended 
last week when Barmera 
secured a long-awaited 
d iv i s ion  one  women’s 
basketball premiership at 
Loxton. 

Barmera took on the 
home side in a nail-bit-
ing contest that ebbed and 
flowed down the stretch, but 
the young Lakers emerged 
victorious by five points to 
claim a memorable premier-
ship. 

Barmera  coach  Paul 

Wellington was glad his side 
was able to overcome pre-
game nerves to put together 
a strong performance in the 
final match of the season to 
break the 14-year drought. 

“It was definitely great 
to come away with the win, 
because it was a bit nerve-

wracking there for a min-
ute,” he said. 

“I didn’t realise that it had 
been 14 years, but it was 
definitely mentioned after. 
It was very special and I’m 
glad we could do it with a 
good group of girls.

“I’ve been involved in a 

lot of preliminary finals and 
things like that, but it was 
great to get the grand final 
win. 

“It was a bit of a tussle. 
We’d get a break and then 
they’d peg it back. It was a 
really well-fought game in 
the end.”

Ashleigh Haigh led the 
way for the Lakers, putting 
up 16 points in a perfor-
mance that earned her best-
on-court honours. 

PAGE 37 FULL STORY
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Sutton Ford - Waikerie (LMVD 1734) - 14 Ian Oliver Drive, Waikerie, SA 5330

Photos for illustration purposes only.
All prices are GST inclusive

Call Ian’s mobile 0418 816 474
www.suttonford.com.au

WZ10335-V14

2019 FORD MONDEO WAGON

$28,990

2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto, reverse 
camera, alloy wheels, cruise, sat nav, cargo 

barrier, 1 owner, 78,000kms. S173CPR 

2

c

2014 FORD FG-X FALCON G6E SEDAN

$31,990

4Lt petrol engine, 6 speed auto, Leather, 
memory seats, window tint, 1 owner, 
only 73,000Kms, rare car. S169CPR 

2014
4L

4.5Lt V8 turbo diesel, 
automatic trans,

Bullbar, lightbar, towbar, 
elec brakes,

Tint, crystal pearl paint, 
1 local owner

S469BMH

2020 MAZDA BT50 XTR 4X4

$49,990

Dual cab/chassis, current model. Turbo diesel, 
man trans, side steps, Alloys, towbar, roof racks, 1 
owner, Only 23000 Kms, no tray fitted S629CTB 

2018 FORD ESCAPE ST-LINE

$35,990

2LT turbo petrol, auto trans, AWD
1 Local owner, immaculate condition

62,000KMS YY735K

2018 FORD FOCUS RS LIMITED ED.

$59,990

2.3LT turbo petrol engine (257kw), AWD sports 
car, Nitrous blue paint, only 30,000kms. 

XA393D

201
2.3LT

2017 TOYOTA PRADO ALTITUDE

$59,990

2.8 LT turbo diesel, auto trans
Towbar, tint, roof racks & awning
Flat back model, immaculate

YY792D 

2

2019 MITSUBISHI TRITON GLS 4X4

$39,990

2.4lt Turbo Diesel Engine, 6 Speed Manual trans
ARB Canopy, twin drawers, tradie rack 

platform, Towbar, reverse camera, 
immaculate S034BZX 

2
2

$49,990

2018 MITSUBISHI TRITON BLACKLINE

$29,990

Turbo diesel, auto trans, 4X4, Hardlid, sportsbar, 
sidesteps , Nudge bar, 17” alloys, towbar

S636CTB 

2013 FORD PX RANGER XLS

$25,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed manual
4x4, Bullbar, alloy wheels, towbar

S494AZU

4.5Lt V8 t4.5Lt V8
auto

Bullbar, lightg
e

t t lTint, crystal 
1 

D ED.

990

WD sports 
000kms. 

TUDE

990

ns
wning
ulate

g

2015 TOYOTA CAMRY ATARA S

$15,990

4CYL EFI engine, auto trans, Cruise control, 
alloy wheels, Window tint, 1 local owner

S824BGG 

$69,990
2019 TOYOTA KLUGER GXL AWD

$45,990

3.5LT V6 petrol engine, bullbar, lightbar, towbar
Leather trim, full service history, 1 local owner, 

96,000Kms. S210BZJ 

2012

201
3.5LT33

Lea

2017 TOYOTA HILUX SR 4X4
2.8LT turbo diesel, auto trans, 1 local owner, alloy 

bulbar, Rear canopy, rear drawers, cruise
Immaculate condition, 138,000Kms, S876BPB 

$51,990

2021 FORD EVEREST TREND
2LT BiTurbo Diesel, 10 speed auto, 4x2, 7 

seater, leather, steel bullbar, Elec brakes, tow-
bar, 1 local owner only 53,000Kms. S090CJR 

2.

2

1 
y 

 

20
T

2
4C

2016 TOYOTA 2016 TOYOTA 
LANDCRUISER LANDCRUISER 

SAHARASAHARA

DROUGHT-BREAKER LAKERS
Barmera’s drought-breaking division one women’s basketball premiership team. Back: Karen Scordo (left, team manager), Ashleigh Haigh, Jemma Kassulke, Lacey Hill, Khaleisha Barnett and 

Paul Wellington (coach). Front: Katri Stavrou, Chelsea Wutke, Shaya Whitbourne and Tahlia Dillon. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff
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FOOTBALL
OUR BOYS HEAD WEST 
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Sutton FordSutton“Experience the 
Sutton difference”

(08) 8541 2600

Sutton Ford - Waikerie (LMVD 1734) - 14 Ian Oliver Drive, Waikerie, SA 5330

Photos for illustration purposes only.
All prices are GST inclusive

Call Ian’s mobile 0418 816 474
www.suttonford.com.au

WZ10335-V24

2022 KIA CERATO SPORTS+ HATCH

$32,990

2lt Efi Engine, 6speed Auto Trans, 17”Alloys, 
Rev Camera, Sat Nav, 1 Local Owner, Only 

11,000kms, S171CPD 

2022 K
2lt Efi En

Rev C

2013 TOYOTA KLUGER KX-R

$17,990

3500 V6 EFI engine, auto trans
Locally owned, good condition

S883BRJ 

2

2Lt turbo diesel, 
10 speed auto

Roller shutter, ARB 
Bullbar + Solis 

spot lights, UHF, 
Much more, 1 

local owner, only 
37,000Kms

YY727K 

2018 MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER EXCEED

$34,990

2018 M
2.4lt Efi, Auto Trans, Awd, Leather, Sunroof, 7 Seat-

er, Immaculate Condition, Only 66,000kms
S366BZF 

2018 FORD FOCUS RS LIMITED ED.

$59,990

2.3LT turbo petrol engine (257kw), AWD sports 
car, Nitrous blue paint, only 30,000kms. 

XA393D

2018
2.3LT

2012 FORD RANGER WILDTRAK

$29,990

3.2Lt turbo diesel, 6 speed auto trans,
bullbar, UHF, reverse camera, towbar.

S739BOH 

202019 MITSUBISHI TRITON GLS 4X4

$39,990

2.4lt Turbo Diesel Engine, 6 Speed Manual trans
ARB Canopy, twin drawers, tradie rack 

platform, Towbar, reverse camera, 
immaculate S034BZX 

20
2

2013 FORD PX RANGER XLS

$25,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed manual
4x4, Bulllbar, alloy wheels, towbar

S494AZU

22
11

RolRol

ss

loc

ED.

0

ports 
ms. 

2019 MAZDA BT50 XTR 4X4

$44,990

3.2Lt Turbo Diesel, 6 speed auto
BullBar, Side steps, tonneau cover

1 local owner, only 60,000Kms, S567CAW 

2021 FORD EVEREST TREND

$51,990

2LT BiTurbo Diesel, 10 speed auto, 4x2, 7 
seater, leather, steel bullbar, Elec brakes, tow-
bar, 1 local owner only 53,000Kms. S090CJR $$79,990

2016 HOLDEN VFII CALAIS V

$49,990

6lt V8 Engine, Auto Trans, Immaculate 
Condition, 97,000kms, 

Hard To Find Vehicle, S461BXL

9 M

2016 H
6lt V8 En

Ha

$41,990

2016 TOYOTA HILUX SR
Turbo diesel, auto trans, 4X4, Black alloys, steel 
bullbar, Tonneau cover, towbar, 110,000Kms, 1 

local owner, full service history, S731BJF 

2018 FORD ESCAPE ST-LINE

$35,990

2LT turbo petrol, auto trans, AWD
1 Local owner, immaculate condition

62,000KMS YY735K

0
W 

20

1

2021 TOYOTA HILUX WORKMATE

$31,990

2.7lt Efi Engine, Auto Trans, 4x2, Alloy Tray With 
Full Lockable Canopy, towbar, 1 Owner 

Only 36,000kms, S284CNA 

2
2LT
sea
ba

2019 FORD 2019 FORD 
RANGER 
RAPTOR

Turbo
bullba

lo

202
2.7lt 

F

3

1 loc

201

PINK PANTHERS
LOXTON North donned special 
guernseys in its win over Berri last 
weekend, all but securing a top 
two spot in the process.

PAGES 36-41 LOCAL FOOTY

Loxton North’s 
side from 
Saturday 
afternoon’s 
clash with 
Berri. The 
Panthers went 
pink alongside 
breast cancer 
patients 
Glenys Proud 
(front, left) 
and Veronica 
King to raise 
money and 
awareness for 
the McGrath 
Foundation. 
PHOTO: Tracy 
Proud
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DINGHY CLUB
NEW COURSE
FOR ENDURO
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New Mitsubishi, GWM Haval and Suzuki Vehicles, Used Vehicles
Finance, Service and Parts, Ampol Fuel
CALL US: 8584 7277 LVD2560

FLIGHT MOTORS Pty Ltd – THE ONE STOP SHOP

5 YEAR/100,000KM ROAD SIDE ASSISTANCE  Pictures for illustration purposes only • Premium Paint starting at $495.00
OFFER APPLIES TO THE DRIVE AWAY PRICE OF SELECTED 2022 BUILD MODELS ONLY. SEE RIVERLANDGWMHAVAL.COM.AU OR SPEAK TO RIVERLAND GWM TODAY

GWM TANK
300 4X4
Starting from $46,990
Drive Away
SAVE $2,165 SAVE $4,955

CANNON 4X4
Starting from $36,990
Drive Away

JOLION
Starting from $26,490 
Drive Away
SAVE $2,747

GWM HAVAL 
H6 GT
Starting from $40,990 
Drive Away
SAVE $1,925
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Epic round 9 win 
‘turning point’
AN epic, slightly controversial round 9 
win over Loxton has been identified as 
the turning point in Barmera-Monash’s 
remarkable, premiership-winning 2023 
RFL season.

S p e a k i n g  t o  T h e 
Murray Pioneer for his 
club’s season wrap, 
first-year playing coach 
Fraser Sampson says the 
victory – only confirmed 
after a scoreboard check 
found the ‘final’ scores to be wrong – 
too the Roos to a 4-5 win/loss record 
and “shifted the momentum”.

“It gave us some belief that we could 
beat anyone in the competition really,” 
Sampson said.

In that round 9 match, Tiger young 
gun Harley Campbell kicked a goal 
after the siren, with the scoreboard 
incorrectly showing his team was trail-
ing by six points.

PAGE 35 FULL STORY

SAPSASA title
THE Riverland SAPSASA track and 
field team is officially the best in 
country SA.

PAGE 38 FULL STORY

YES WE PELI-CANYES WE PELI-CAN
CUP WINNERS: Jubilant Barmera United players with the Riverland Soccer Assocation Top 4 Cup, after beating Renmark Olympic in last 

weekend’s men’s final. REPORT PAGE 36
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SPEEDWAY
CLUB HITS THE BRAKES 

ON SEASON OPENER
PAGE 43
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New Mitsubishi, GWM Haval and Suzuki Vehicles, Used Vehicles
Finance, Service and Parts, Ampol Fuel
CALL US: 8584 7277 LVD2560

FLIGHT MOTORS Pty Ltd – THE ONE STOP SHOP

5 YEAR/100,000KM ROAD SIDE ASSISTANCE  Pictures for illustration purposes only • Premium Paint starting at $495.00
OFFER APPLIES TO THE DRIVE AWAY PRICE OF SELECTED 2022 BUILD MODELS ONLY. SEE RIVERLANDGWMHAVAL.COM.AU OR SPEAK TO RIVERLAND GWM TODAY

GWM TANK
300 4X4
Starting from $46,990
For ‘23 plated models
*PRICES ARE SUBJECTED TO ABN 
HOLDERS AND FOR ‘23 BUILD CARS *PRICES ARE SUBJECTED TO ABN 

HOLDERS AND FOR ‘23 BUILD CARS

CANNON 4X4
Starting from $35,490
For ‘23 plated models

JOLION
Starting from $25,990 
For ‘23 plated models
*PRICES ARE SUBJECTED TO ABN 
HOLDERS AND FOR ‘23 BUILD CARS

GWM HAVAL
H6 GT
Starting from $38,990 
For ‘23 plated models
*PRICES ARE SUBJECTED TO ABN 
HOLDERS AND FOR ‘23 BUILD CARS
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THE COUNTDOWN IS OVER

FOR the second year in a row, sports 
editor Ben Lennon is opening himself 
up to widespread ridicule with the now 
annual RFL top 25.

PAGE 37 FULL STORY

18 JANUARY 

29 MARCH

16 AUGUST

18 OCTOBER

25 JANUARY

14 JUNE

6 SEPTEMBER

25 OCTOBER

22 MARCH

26 JULY

27 SEPTEMBER

8 NOVEMBER

On these pages readers 
can see a selection of 
some of our best front 
and back pages from 
2023, covering a wide 
range of community 
issues, events, and 

sporting milestones.
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Phone 8584 3215 or Mobile 0411 595 890
Email: roger@riverlandinsurance.com.au

Roger Gow and Riverland Insurance Specialists Pty Ltd are authorised 
representatives of InterPrac Financial Planning Pty Ltd (AFSL 246638)

• Income Protection Insurance
• Death and Total Disability Insurance
• Trauma Insurance
• Business Continuation
• Keyperson Insurance

Roger Gow
“Your Riverland insurance specialist”

Wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas and 
safe and happy 2024 82

LZ
15

48

Christmas Day: 7am—10am

Boxing Day: CLOSED

Wednesday: 7am—9am & 5:30pm—10:30pm

Thursday: 7am—9am & 5:30pm—10:30pm

Friday: 7am—9am & 5:30pm—10:30pm

Saturday: 8am—10am & 5:30pm—10:30pm

New Year’s Eve: 8am—11am

CHRISTMAS HOURS

THE TEAM AT SALT AND PEPPER CATERING 
& EARTH RESTAURANT WISH YOU A 

Merry Christmas & 
  Happy New Year.

(08) 8582 1692
1329 Old Sturt Hwy, Berri earth

RESTAURANTBZ13045

James, Anika and Shane would like to thank all their 
customers for their support throughout the year.

259 Ral Ral Avenue, Renmark | Phone 8586 4000 

CCHRISTMAS TRADING HOURS
Closed from 12:00pm Friday 22nd December, 2023 and 

re-opening on Monday 8th January, 2024.

‘meeting you by accident’

RZ12774
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CHRISTINE WEBSTER
WAIKERIE couple Vin and Mary Dowd 
are entertaining communities across the 
Riverland and Barossa with a carillon they 
have made and designed themselves.

It is the only mobile musical instrument 
of its kind in Australia.

A carillon has at least 23 bells 
arranged in chromatic sequence and 
is played from a keyboard that allows 
expression through variation of touch.

Vin made his first bell in 2019, and 
was so happy with the result he decided 
to make several more and then his ambi-
tion turned into making a carillon consist-
ing of 26 bells. 

He is a jack of all trades and worked in 
a foundry in his 20s as a furnace-man.

Vin said although he had avoided cast-
ing, he had knowledge of it and over the 
years he developed his skills, making 
items such as motorcycle restoration 
parts.

“I have always done some small cast-
ings of bits and pieces over the years,” he 
said.

“If I wanted something I could not buy, I 
would go and cast it.”

Vin did some research online about 
bell making and bell graphics.

His bells are made from a traditional 
metal combination used for these instru-
ments of about 80 per cent copper and 
20 per cent tin.

He makes the alloy used for the bells 
himself because as far as he knows, 
no one in Australia supplies this type of 
material. 

Vin also designs and creates his own 
graphics for each bell.

He said it takes at least six weeks to 
make several bells and his wife Mary and 
their son-in-law also help out with the pro-
cess at their premises. 

Vin makes a sweep that he uses to 
build the inner bell core.

The mould is made from a mixture of 

Unique Riverland 
made instrument 

spreading joy

“If I wanted something I could not buy, 
I would go and cast it.”

Vin Dowd started his 

hobby in 2019 and 

ended up making 

a carillon featuring 

26 bells. PHOTOS: 

Christine Webster 
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Sutton Ford & 
Waikerie Toyota

IAN, MERRIDEE AND STAFF OF

WISH ALL THEIR CLIENTS AND FRIENDS 
THROUGHOUT THE RIVERLAND A MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.

14 Ian Oliver Drive, Waikerie. 8541 2600. 
www.suttonford.com.au

10 Ian Oliver Drive, Waikerie. 8541 2055. www.
waikerietoyota.com.au

WAIKERIE TOYOTASUTTON FORD

CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

W
Z10854 

 www.jcirving.com.au | 08 8586 8080

We wish to advise that we will be closed from 
Friday, December 22, and re-open Monday, January 8, 2024. 

We look forward to working with you in the new year.  

We wish to advise that we will be closed from
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horsehair and manure that he accesses 
from a local horseowner, who lives nearby 
and mud from the local river flats and fire 
clay. 

The core has to be left to dry for about 
four to six days, before wax is placed over 
it, and the graphics added. 

Vin then covers the core with a graphite 
mixture that includes desert sand and 
clay to make a false bell.  

The mould is then set aside for up to 
10 days to air dry.

It is then placed in a wood fire to finish 
off the drying process. 

Vin said when the core is cooled you 
can then separate the outer mould and 
remove the false bell. 

The outer mould is then put back over 
the core and if it is a larger bell, it is tied 
down on a board and then buried in the 
ground ready for pouring.   

Vin said the mould for the large bells 
used for his carillon weighs about 50kg 
and the molten metal that is poured into 
the mould weighs about 80kg.

Making the bells for the carillon 
became a family affair with his son-in-law 
and Mary helping. 

Vin uses a crane to lower the core into 
the ground and the molten metal is then 
poured into it.

He said for big bells he needs about 
four people to help with the process.

During the making of the bells, Mary 
stands in front of the mould, and wears 
protective gear to protect her from the 
heat of the molten metal that is poured 
inside the core at a temperature of 
1150C. 

Vin and Mary have been surprised at 
how Vin’s hobby has grown into creating a 
musical instrument for others to enjoy.

He has also learned how to make bells 
to ensure the carillon is tuned. 

“When you make the bells they need 

to be oversized as you can only bring the 
tune down,” Vin said. 

“In my case it was hit and miss a bit, I 
would just happen to work it out without 
any theory.”

Vin said he is tone deaf and does not 
have any background in music. 

Mary learnt the piano until she was 11 
and after decades of not playing decided 
to return to the keyboard to play their 
carillon.

“It was Vin’s hobby and after he 
made enough bells to make the carillon 
he asked me one day, if I could play it,” 

she said. 
According to the Guild of Carillonneurs 

in North America, the 17th century was a 
golden age for the production of excellent 
carillons in the Low Countries of Europe. 

The art of tuning these almost died out 
by the 19th century, although bells of all 
kinds continued to be cast for many pur-
poses.

The Guild said at the turn of the 20th 
century carillon bell tuning began to be 
revived, eventually surpassing the qual-
ity and tuning of 17th-century bells and 
leading to the production of the many fine 

modern instruments now in existence.
After their carillon was completed, the 

Dowds formed Vin’s Bells, Carillon on 
The Park and have enjoyed sharing their 
handcrafted musical instrument with oth-
ers.

They perform for free and enter-
tained the crowd at the recent Renmark 
Christmas Market.

The couple have also taken their caril-
lon to the Lyndoch Barossa Medieval 
Fair, a Waikerie Rotary community event 
last year, and the Rotary Club of Waikerie 
Market. 

Mary Dowd learned the piano as 

a child and enjoys playing and 

showcasing the carillon at markets 

and community events in the 

Riverland and the Barossa Valley.

The carillon was a popular instrument in the 
Low Countries of Europe in the 17th century 

and is played with a keyboard.

Amateur campanologist Vin Dowd designed 
the graphics on each of the bells featured on 

his carillon.
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149 DEAN DRIVE BARMERA
08 8588 2025   |   barmeraclub.com.au

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR

CLOSED Christmas Day Only

BZ13011

Shop 3, 14 White Street, Waikerie

W
Z10853 

Wishing everyone a safe 
and Happy Christmas and 

a prosperous New Year. 

08 8333 3525 Contact us for a  
FREE consultation

Wishing everyone a safe and Merry 
Christmas and all the best for 2024!

/BerriHotel  |  berrihotel.com.au  |  8582 1411f

BZ
133

05
2

PETER THEPETER THE
BARBERBARBER

Merry Christmas from Peter

Closed from Sunday December 24th  
Reopening Tuesday January 2nd, 2024 

4 Edward Street, Loxton | Phone 0418 515 686

LZ
15

48
0

2 Murtho Rd, Paringa SA 5340
www.paringahotel.com.au

P: 8595 5005

and a
Merry Christmas

happy new year! 

24.12   11am to close
25.12   Closed
26.12   11am to close
27.12   11am to close

RZ
12
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ALEXANDRA BULL
IN the spirit of giving this Christmas, the 
combined Riverland churches group 
has donated $1000 to the Riverland 
Christmas Appeal.

All funds raised came from the 
combined churches op-shop in Berri, 
which is run by church group volunteers 
on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday mornings. 

Another group of volunteers work 
behind the scenes, sorting clothing and 
stocking the shop. 

The Riverland Christmas Appeal has 
been operating in the Riverland for 
over 20 years with the aim of making 
Christmas brighter for struggling local 
residents. 

Over the past few years, Riverlanders 
have had to endure Covid-19, the 
2022/23 River Murray Flood and the ris-
ing cost of living.

This year the cost of food, fuel, elec-
tricity prices and utilities, along with 
increases in rentals and mortgages, are 
just some of the issues locals have had 
to face.

“This year we were expecting an 
increase in applications, but probably 
not to the extent that has occurred,” 

Riverland Christmas Appeal’s Carolyn 
Trifonoff said.

“This year we have had 510 applica-
tions, requiring 566 food hampers and 
toys for 434 children.

“1137 people including 434 children 
will be receiving toys and hampers this 
Christmas.

“Thanks to Foodbank we will be pur-
chasing an additional 60 hampers.”

Major sponsors of the Riverland 
Christmas Appeal include:
 Murray Mallee Ulysses Branch 
 Helen Adamcyk and the Salvos
 Ray White Riverland and Aaron Willis
 Big W
 Good 360
 Elders Barmera
 Bunnings
 Chaffey Community Centre
 Pippos Technology
 Together We Can
 Barmera Primary School
 Rivergum Christian College 
 Costa Murtho Packing Shed Team

fe 2023
Op-shop volunteer 
Glad Werner handing 
the $1000 donation 
to the Riverland 
Christmas Appeal’s 
Carolyn Trifonoff. 
Ms Werner is also 
retiring after 14 
years sorting clothing 
and stocking the 
shop. PHOTO: 
Alexandra Bull 

Riverland Christmas Appeal 
feeling the Christmas spirit

"1137 people including 434 children will be 
receiving toys and hampers this Christmas."
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info@bigrivergolf.com.au

8582 3425 SHIELL ROAD,
BERRI SA

CLOSED Christmas Day 
OPEN every other day over the Christmas period
7am til late BZ

13
00

9
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www.illalangi.com.au | 0427 419 037
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Find 21 Hidden Objects
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1.

I'm a Christmas treat that can be made into many things. I can be a 
cake, a cookie, or an edible cottage with icing. What am I?

What's the difference between the Christmas alphabet and 
the ordinary alphabet?

Which year would Christmas and New Years come in the same 
year?

1.

2.

4.

5.

6.

3.
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Print and collating team: Barry Drogemuller (print manager), 

Michael Wickham, Luke Farrent, Sharon Young, 

Tony Francis, Pam Goulden and Sharon John.

Administration: Brianna John, Liz Graham, Ben Taylor 
(managing director), Sally Giles (group administration 

manager) and Irene Frangoulis.

Graphic design: Nyah Smith, Kirsty Frahn 

(department supervisor) and Tilly Cullen.
Waikerie team: 

Paul McCormick (advertising sales) 
and Christine Webster (journalist).

Advertising sales team: Glenda Malinovski (advertising sales manager), Ryan Smith and Donna Mahoney.

y

), 

goulis.

Editorial team: Lachlan Dand, Alexandra Bull, Hugh Schuitemaker (Murray Pioneer editor) and Paul Mitchell (Border Times editor). Absent: Stephanie Thompson.

CLOSING HOURS
The Murray Pioneer Renmark office will close from 4pm, Wednesday 20 December

and will reopen on Tuesday 2 January, 2024.
*Loxton office will close at 2pm, Monday 18 December and reopen on Monday 8 January, 2024.

*Waikerie office will close at 2pm, Tuesday 19 December and reopen on Tuesday 2 January, 2024.

Last issue of The Murray Pioneer for 2023 will be published on Wednesday 20 December. 
First issue for 2024 will be Wednesday 3 January.

There will be no publication on Wednesday 27 December, 2023.

For bookings and inquires, emails will be monitored.   ads@murraypioneer.com.au     or    editor@murraypioneer.com.au     |   8586 8000
Classified booking deadline 10am, Tuesday 2 January, 2024.

586 8000

A big thank you to our advertisers and readers. 
Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year
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