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FAMILY VIOLENCE

AN unbelievable discovery unfolded in the 
Barkly on Tuesday after one of the most 
endangered species in Australia – the Bilby 
– was found near Bootu Creek Mine.
Tennant Creek’s Barkly Vet Practice was con-

tacted by a woman from the mine who came 
across a mother Bilby’s body, and held onto 
it until Central Land Council Rangers came to 
pick it up.
In the mother’s pouch was a baby.
It was trainee veterinarian Shoni Smith’s first 

time seeing the native critter.
“It took me a few seconds to realise the im-

portance, I’d never seen any bilbies come into 
out practice in Tennant Creek,” she told the 

Tennant Times.
“It looked like a miniature kangaroo with a 

long snout!”
Local wildlife carer Carol Hepburn has been 

given the task to attend to the needs of the 
infant mammal and has named him Lukkanu – 
meaning “star” in Warumungu.
“He is the star of the moment, it was such an 

amazing find because we thought the population 
was decimated in the area due to feral cats,” 
said Carol.
“I have spoken to many countrymen and they 

can’t remember the last time they have seen 
one.
Continued on page 2.

Meet Lukkanu - the 
star of the Barkly!

A RARE FIND: Trainee vet Shoni Smith with the baby bilby found near 
Bootu Creek this week.
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From page 1.
“The mum had to be pregnant to somebody, 

so hopefully it’s a good sign there are more 
about.”
Carol describes Lukkanu, suspected to 

be two-and-a-half months old, as a little 
character who is very gutsy but is still finding 
his feet, especially being taking out of his 
makeshift pouch ready for all the photos.
He also chirps like a baby bird and loves 

nestling.
Lukkanu’s feeding has been what Carol 

describes as “up and down”, however 
thanked the Desert Park in Alice Springs 
and Seaworld for help in the knowledge to 
care for him.
As well as volunteering as a wildlife carer 

and the Barkly Vet Practice, Carol works with 
Julalikari Council Aboriginal Corporation’s 
Karguru Nursery, working with the First Na-
tions Seed Bank and Ancient Grains, where 
she takes her precious babies to work.
Barkly Vet Practice owner Dave Hall and 

other local conservationists have been lob-
bying for a cat-proof fence to surround the 
poo farm ponds, where endangered species 

could live and thrive.
And Carol agrees and says it could be a 

huge boost to tourism for the Barkly.
“This is such a significant find for the Barkly 

and it’s important we take step up to protect 
the species from extinction,” she said.
“The wildlife we have around Tennant 

Creek is pretty unique.
“We have a few Mala (kangaroos) and the 

migratory birds which come to the sewerage 
farm ponds every year which twitchers will 
travel for miles to see some of these birds.
“The find of Lukkanu is better than finding 

the biggest golden nugget!”
For those who aren’t familiar with the Bilby, 

they are the size of a domestic cat and once 
populated around 70 per cent of the nation 
prior to colonisation.
The species is now restricted to around 

15 per cent in the deserts in NT, Western 
Australia and south-west Queensland.
The Bilby is pretty handy for other native 

wildlife too, being renowned for digging new 
burrows every few weeks - often used by 
other native animals.

Meet Lukkanu - the star of the Barkly!

SPECIAL JOB: Local wildlife carer Carol Hepburn has sought help from Desert 
Park in Alice Springs and Seaworld to care for Lukkanu properly.
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the oldest Club in the Territory

@tcmemoclub @tennantmemoclub COURTESY BUS RUNS FROM 4PM - PHONE 8962 2474

BE HERE
TO WIN BIG

TONIGHT, FRIDAY 29 OCTOBER

$1,400
WEDNESDAY 10 NOVEMBER

$1,400Members’ 
Badge Draws

Members’ 
Badge Draws

Members & bonafide guests only.  IMPORTANT 
NOTICE: Members and guests are reminded that 
intoxicated and anti-social behaviour will not be 

tolerated on the premises.  The Memorial Club fully 
supports the Licensees’ Accord and stiff penalties 

apply to drinkers who infringe these rules.

5-6
NOV

FRI & SAT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY RAFFLES!
6

NOV

SAT

MEMORIES STEAKHOUSEMEMORIES STEAKHOUSE

Reservations: Phone 8962 2688

SUNDAY ROAST NIGHTS ARE BACK! 
$18pp. Children under 5 FREE. $10 for kids aged 5-12 years.

ASIAN NIGHTS - FIRST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH!

Starts at 6pm!

LIONS CLUB OF TENNANT CREEK
is hosting a Trivia & Auction Night!

Prizes for Best Dressed Male & Female

A HEAD-leasing agreement between the NT Govern-
ment and two local construction companies has add-
ed 14 newly-built homes to the pool of government 
employee houses in Tennant Creek, with more under 
negotiation.
GK Builders, a Tennant Creek company established more 

than 40 years ago, owns 10 of the houses while four homes 
by Remote Industries are nearing completion.
Government employees have now occupied ten homes 

which have been head-leased by the NTG for ten years 
with five of their previous homes to be returned to public 
housing stock.
Minister for Remote Housing and Town Camps Chansey 

Paech said the head-leasing arrangement offered incen-
tives to construction companies to invest in the town and 
to create jobs for locals within the industry.
“It also means we have more homes for public employees 

which are better suited to their requirements, leaving homes 
with more bedrooms available for bigger families,” he said.
“Having more homes in our public housing stock means 

reducing waitlists for public housing and alleviating over-
crowding.”
Mr Paech said the new homes were a key deliverable 

against the Barkly Regional Deal, utilising funds from the 
Territory Labor Government’s $30 million contribution.
“We are proud to be delivering upon yet another initiative 

of the Barkly Regional Deal to improve the productivity and 
liveability of the Barkly region,” he said.
“Our Government is leading eight of the 28 social and 

cultural initiatives of the Deal to improve the productivity 
and liveability of the Barkly region by stimulating economic 
growth, improving social outcomes and supporting Aborig-
inal leadership.
“With the delivery of these new houses, over half of the 

Territory Labor Government-led initiatives are now com-
plete including the upgrading of the Alpurrurulam airstrip, 
construction of a multi-purpose accommodation facility, and 
the completion of the feasibility study for an arts centre in 
Elliott. Several other initiatives are in train.”

New homes for govt employees in Tennant
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Here is a once a year opportunity to showcase your brand whilst also celebrating the unity and comraderie of the
Australian spirit. Contribute to your community and benifit from the exposure to your local customers. Get into the fun

and enjoy January 26 knowing your contribution will keep our community connected. The afternoon events will be back at
Lake Mary Ann Dam and there will be some new games and attractions. Contact Kym Lenoble for more details on 

08 8962 0000 or email kym.lenoble@barkly.nt.gov.au



AUSTRALIA’S 
ALREADY INVESTED 
 OVER 35 BILLION 
 IN CLEAN ENERGY. 
AWESOME. Last year we reached 

24% of our electricity with 
renewables alone!

Public & private 

since 2017.
Public & private 

FIND OUT MORE AT 
POSITIVEENERGY.GOV.AU
Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra.
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PAPULU APPARR–KARI ABORIGINAL CORPORATION
“Leaving Language Footprints across the Barkly Region.”

October was a successful month for language

If you need help to get your children to school please ring the office on (08) 8962 3270 for assistance or drop in and see the team.

We have been successful in receiving a grant from 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Communications, Office of Arts, 
Indigenous Language and Arts program to ‘Supporting 
Warumungu language and literacy’ by developing and 
distributing an early literacy learning app/game, to aid 
in the development of literacy skills and the learning of 
the local language Warumungu.  
“This grant is a great resource development for our children 

and adults to ensure we have better literacy and speaking 
our language– it keeps our language strong,” commented 

Ms Brenda Crafter.  
CEO Karan Hayward said the language teams will be 

very busy working on this program with stakeholders and 
speakers, as well as all the other current programs they are 
currently working on.
The new Elliott Language vehicle has arrived this month 

courteous of the vehicle gift grant from the Northern Territory 
Government.  
“We were granted the vehicle over 18 months ago to aid 

the Elliott school to engage their students in more language 
and culture trips around the community,” said Ms Hayward.

“We joined with the Elliott school on many occasions during 
the year on trips with the language speakers to undertake 
cultural experiences and this vehicle will be a great asset 
to enable more trips in the future.
A language teacher based at Elliott School, Rayleen Bill 

said having a vehicle now based in Elliott would make the 
language program stronger improve on the ability to host 
more activities.
“We are so pleased to now be able to receive this vehicle 

and we thank the Language Centre and the NT Government 
for the gift vehicle,” said Elliott Principal Kevin Gaskin.

TENNANT Creek Girl Guides celebrated its 80th birthday on Saturday morning with 
an Open Day at the Showgrounds.
Everyone was welcome to come along and see some of the history of Guides in Tennant 

Creek, and also to get a look at what the girls get to do under the careful guidance of 
their leaders, not to mention the special treat of being able to take a ride in the Bushfires 
vehicle courtesy of Keven Stout.
There was interest in the photo display, and many of the girls were happily making crafts 

from other countries all under the watchful eye of District Manager Sheelagh Walsh, 
who is a familiar sight for more than one generation of Girl Guides in town, having been 
involved for 38 years herself.
She now assisted by not only her daughter Debbie, but also granddaughter Katie – an 

achievement that is probably unique to Tennant Creek, as well as Kirsteen Squires and 
Kelly Hogan.
Here’s to another 80 years of Girl Guides in Tennant Creek.

Local Girl Guides celebrate 80th Birthday with open day
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Big week for the Memo Club
THERE was plenty going on at the Memorial Club this week, the first of which was a 
farewell for three members of our local police who are headed off to new postings, 
including our Superintendent Kylie Anderson. 
After almost three years in Tennant Creek she is off to Darwin, and headed for new and 

exciting adventures there. Also leaving us will be Garry Higgie and Rowan Benson, who 
will hopefully remember their time in Tennant Creek fondly.
Our departing officers were still saying their goodbyes when the Halloween party start-

ed on Saturday night, so the atmosphere continued on all evening, even without a lot of 
costumes around.
Of course there were a few ladies dressed up for the Melbourne Cup on Tuesday after-

noon, however there were no squeals of delight that may have meant a big win – there 
is always next year.
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WITH Christmas only weeks away and Australia Post 
already warning of delays, the idea of buying local is 
an appealing option to make sure you have all your 
presents ready to go on the big day.
Held every second Saturday from 8am until noon at the 

Transit Centre, it is certainly worth coming down to find 
something for everyone on your list. 
Not only can you pick up handmade jewellery, artworks, 

and condiments to perfectly compliment your festive feast, 
you can grab some lunch, a hot coffee or a delicious iced 
tea while you browse the stalls. T
here is even mini golf to keep the kids amused while you 

shop.
So come down next Saturday and see what you can cross 

off your shopping list while supporting local craftspeople.

Christmas gifts galore 
at your local markets
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Times Classifieds
Phone (08) 8962 1040      Email: advertising@tdtimes.com.au    Deadline: 4pm every Tuesday

AUSTRALIA DAY NOMINATIONS
Do you know someone who makes Tennant Creek and the Barkly region a better place? 

Acknowledge those who have contributed to our community, 
individuals or groups, by nominating them for a 2022 Barkly region 
Local Government Australia Day Award in the following categories:

l  Citizen of the Year
l  Young Citizen of the Year

l  Volunteer of the Year
l  Community Event of the Year

l  Senior Citizen (Elder) of the Year
l  Sportsperson of the Year

Nomination forms are now available from Barkly Regional Council reception and the 
library, 41 Peko Road, Tennant Creek. They can also be downloaded from the council website 

https://www.barkly.nt.gov.au and either emailed to events@barkly.nt.gov.au or returned to reception.

Forms must be returned by COB Monday, 6 December 2021.

Awards will be presented at the Flag Raising Ceremony at Battery Hill on Australia Day, 26 January 2022.

- PUBLIC NOTICE -

ROUND 1 OF 2021/22 BARKLY REGIONAL 
COUNCIL COMMUNITY GRANTS NOW OPEN!

Barkly Regional Council has opened the first round of 
the 2021-2022 Community Grants Program.  

The Grants Program seeks to support community-based projects in the areas of arts and culture, 
sport and recreation, community safety and community development.  
Groups or individuals can apply for amounts of up to $3000 per project. 

This round of grant applications is open now and closes  on November 30 2021. 
Please submit all applications to Susan Wright, Grants Manager at 

susan.wright@barkly.nt.gov.au by 4pm November 30, 2021.
Guidelines and application forms can be obtained from Council Head Office, 

41 Peko Road, Tennant Creek, or download from 
https://www.barkly.nt.gov.au/community-services/community-grants

The Grants Program Committee meets once the application period is closed.
Notice of the successful supplier will be published on Council’s website at www.barkly.nt.gov.au

You are a winner!  
1st – Kirsty Eberl ($2000)
2nd – Helen Flanagan ($350)
3rd – Fran Spehr ($150)

Permit no. MML1103

On November 15th, Council
Reception will be located at 
the Library.

 
We will be happy to serve you from the 
Library counter, for anything you would 
visit us for ― information, rates, dump 
tokens, keys for booked venues.

LOOKING FOR WORK OR WORKERS?

Times Classifieds LOOK NO FURTHER THAN YOUR 
LOCAL INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER
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LOOKING FOR WORK OR WORKERS?

Times Classifieds LOOK NO FURTHER THAN YOUR 
LOCAL INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

NT Health is currently recruiting two Technical Field Officers in Tennant Creek from 
November 2021 to April 2023. NT Health has commenced a dengue mosquito 
elimination program, following the detection of the mosquito in Tennant Creek in 
February 2021. The project is critical to prevent the establishment and spread of the 
mosquito and the potential spread of the dengue virus.

As part of the elimination program, the officers will be part of a team required to 
inspect properties in cooperation with residents, treat containers that can breed 
mosquitoes, take samples, record the results and carry out adult mosquito trapping.

nt.gov.au/jobs  |  1300 659 247

NT HEALTH

Technical Field Officers 
in Tennant Creek

For a detailed job description and information on how to apply please visit nt.gov.au/jobs
or contact the Medical Entomology unit on (08) 8922 8901. 

I’m 5! I can go 
to big school!!

CONNECTED BEGINNINGS  Tennant Creek
Phone (08) 8962 4544 

SAY NO MORE TO ALL 
FORMS OF VIOLENCE 

IN THE BARKLY

AmityAmity
Community Services Inc.Community Services Inc.

Are you or someone you 
care about experiencing 

harm from gambling?
For confidential information and counselling, 

contact the 24hr Gambling helpline on 

1800 858 858

REGIONAL JOB OPPORTUNITIES
The Barkly Regional Council is currently recruiting for the following positions:
l  Community Safety Administration Officer (Part-time)

l  Sport and Recreation Team Leader – Alpurrurulam
l  Sport and Recreation Team Leader – Elliott

l  Community Care Zone Manager
l  Lifeguard

Barkly Regional Council is seeking individuals with commitment and 
enthusiasm to take on these important roles within our organisation.

Please refer to https://barklyregionalcouncil.recruitmenthub.com.au  for more information, 
position descriptions, application details, and closing dates for receipt of applications.

We value diversity. Suitably qualified Local, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander, and 
Disability applicants are encouraged to apply for these positions.

IT IS A MANDATORY REQUIREMENT THAT ALL COUNCIL STAFF ARE FULLY VACCINATED FOR COVID-19

P12 TENNANT & DISTRICT TIMES FRIDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2021



FUNERAL SERVICES

PLUMBING

AUTOMOTIVE

ELECTRICAL

GARDENINGBUSINESS PROFILE

PLUMBERS, DRAINERS, GASFITTERS
DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL

Ph: 08 8962 2502  Mob: 0419 718 039  Fax: 08 8962 2506
Lot 1022 Brown St, Tennant Creek NT 0860

PO Box 684, Tennant Creek NT 0861
Email: admin@barklyplumbing.com.au
Website: www.barklyplumbing.com.au

• Passenger Vehicles
• 4 Wheel Drives 

• Light Trucks
• Services • Repairs
• Rego inspections

Call Adam Carroll
Phone:  08 8962 1881 A/H:  0418 865 206

Fax:  08 8962 1882   Lot 1030 Brown Street

3  Stereo Systems
3  UHF Radios

3  Driving Lights
3  Batteries

3  Wiper Blades
3  Many More

27 Paterson St, Tennant Creek. Ph 8962 2066   
Email tcautospares@hotkey.net.au

WE FIT VEHICLE 
ACCESSORIES

need CAR PARTS? 
WE GOT YOU COVERED! 

TENNANT CREEK

NO WORRIES
GARDENING

We supply...

l Stihl Agent
l Pool Maintenance
l Tools & Machinery
l Landscaping
l Tree Lopping
l Self Storage
l Yard Maintenance
l Variety of Plants
l Outdoor Furniture
l Garden Ornaments
l Reticulation Goods
l Gardening Goods

Ph: 0419 863 567
26 Brown St, Tennant Creek

TRADES & SERVICES

 Funeral 
Services

Tennant Creek & District

tcdfs@outlook.com

Ph:  08 8962 3377
Mob:  0428 686 707

Mike Nash
ELECTRIC

- Domestic -
- Commercial - 

- Industrial -
Electrical Installations, 

Repairs and Maintenance.

0417 804 169

FREIGHT

Bush orders once a week from Coles 
and IGA Northside Alice Springs.

PHONE 0473 174 234 
OR 0497 115 263

Address: 25 Maloney St, Tennant Creek

FREIGHT FROM ALICE 
SPRINGS TO TENNANT CREEK
Dry, Refrigerated & General Freight

No Worries Gardening
No Worries Gardening is celebrating 20 
years of business in the Barkly  – and 
since its humble beginnings in 1999, 
the business has gone from strength to 
strength.
Situated on Brown Street, owners Rick 

and Andrea Postrak started the business 
as a garden nursery.
It has grown into a fully stocked shop 

selling a myriad of products covering 
reticulation, gardening goods and orna-
ments and mowing and landscaping 
tools and equipment.
They are agents for Stihl and dealers 

for MTD – selling Rover and Cub Cadet 
mowers and power tools as well as 
Honda goods.
And No Worries provides landscaping 

and pool maintenance services.
Five 20-foot shipping containers have 

also just been added to the property to 
offer residents and businesses storage 
for hire on an in-situ basis.
Rick said they were proud to have 

served the Barkly for two decades as 
the only retail nursery in a 500 kilometre 
radius.
“We continue to grow and have always 

prided ourselves on offering competitive 
prices,” he said.
“Give us a chance to quote for your work 

– you might be surprised at our prices 
and you keep the work local.
“And if we haven’t got something you 

need, let us know because we can 
source it for you.”
To obtain a free, no-obligation quote, 

contact Rick and Andrea on 0419 863 
567 or drop into the shop at 26 Brown 
Street.

Advertise here!
Phone 8962 1040 or email 

advertising@tdtimes.com.au
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LocalLocal Sports Sports

BARKLY SPORT 
EDUCATION 
withwith Sport Education  Sport Education 

Coordinator PAM DILLONCoordinator PAM DILLON

TEACHERS and students at Willow-
ra school recently had a lesson on 
incorporating maths into physical 
education. 
The students engaged in various 

activities combining hands on fun 

with curriculum learning and physical 
health.
During these activities they practised 

many skills including number recog-
nition, number sequencing, time, es-
timation, angles, teamwork, balance, 

hand eye coordination. The students 
had a lot of fun.
Teachers were delighted and are 

looking forward to embedding physi-
cal activities into more of their class-
room lessons.

Willowra have fun with physical maths
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