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Flooding arates Appin South fe Co cCy, from at 650 of his sheep and lambs.
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FLOODING regarded

by authorities as

“minor” is having a
major impact on an

Appin South farmer’s
operations.

Colin McCarthy 1s
que:_sl:u:amn%1 the classifi-
cation of the magnitude
of Loddon River flood-
ing and the accuracy of

re-flood information
following the enforced
isolation of more than
650 sheep and lambs
since the start of last

week.
He also fears that fur-

ther heavy rain and
levels will
test the flock’s
endurance as it dimin-
ishes their feed and
exposes them to ongoing
dampness.

Mr McCarthy’s sheep
were marooned early
last week on a section of
his Summerhayes road
Eroperty, which 1is

ounded by the Loddon
River on one side and
also traversed by the
Bannagher Creek.

The river peak at the
Appin South bridge,
about 5 km downstream,
was 3.09 metres on

Laanecoorie Reservoir
outflows expressed in
hundreds or thousands
of megalitres translates
to a particular river
height at Appin South.

- The same information
is provided on a record-
ed message at the Rural
Water Corporation’s
office at Pyramid Hill,
but Mr McCarthy said
last week that the mes-
sage remained the same
for three days, mention-
ing the megalitre out-
flow figure, but no defi-
nite guide to expected
river heights.

“Da{ after day, you
hear the weather fore-
cast include warnings of
minor flooding (in the
river downstream of the
reservoir). This is half
an inch higher than
what we had before

Christmas last year.
«1 would call 1t more

than minor. It's causing
a major problem”, he

said .

Mr McCarthy said that
his sheep were maroon-
ed within a day and

about half of his 50 ha
roperty was water-

tion operations con-
troller, Mr Ross Frantz
said that the Appin
South peak was below
designated minor flood
level, although it was
obviously affecting
farmers. He said the
flood rose quicker than
anticipated due to low

growth.

He acknowledged that
some farmers would not
relate to megalitre out-
flows and said that
expected river peaks
and times could be pro-
vided for publication In
The Northern Times as
a more identifiable

guide.

The RWC recently
updated minor, moder-
ate and major flood lev-
els data for the Bureau
of Meteorology and said
that these could be pub-
lished as a guide.

The RWE€’s Pyramid
Hill office and the Shire
of Kerang have record-
ed messages during
more serious flooding
and Mr Frantz said that
he welcomed any
enquiries from farmers

who wished to telephone

him direct on 50 9170.

Wednesday last week
and heavy rain in the
catchment areas since
has maintained high

flows.

The river peak at
Kerang was 77.17 cm

above sea level last
a level mai

ogged.
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CURRENT FLOOD CLASS LEVELS

LODDON RIVER CATCHMENT
Minor Moderate Major

1.om 9.0m
4.8m

7.0m
3.3m
77.60m

'Closure  Shared courts clerk
proposal prompts
action from councils

«t was their view that  centres with permanent
registrars, the and

there is just not enough
work for the clerks at na of residents war-
ranted the retention of

the position.

Cr lan Prendergast

Laanecoorie
e o
before falling. on huver a
Mr McCarthy, a for- Serpentine Welr
mer tertiary trade
teacher, has been farm-
ing the pro with his
e, Ingrid, for the past
three years, and says he
is yet to determine how

5.0m

4.6m

6.0m
3.10m
77.30m

0.759m
3.3m
2.8m
77.0m

- KERANG is set to lose
its full-time court regis-
trar’s position.

The position will be
replaced with a shared

pin South
Loddon River at
Kerang
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