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Recent heavy rain in the
Koraleigh, Mellool and
Speewa areas of Wakool
Council caused severe
damage and incon-
venience.

And high flood levels
along the Wakool River
and Merran and Coobool
creeks have damaged
roads and cut residents’
access.

Roads in the areas
which had rainfalls from
110mm to 135mm were
cut by stormwater flowing
over lower sections. -

Substantial restoration
work was carried out by
Wakool Council works
staff last week to re-open
Prentice Road and Lake
Poomah-Stony Crossing
Road.

Work remains to be
done to open other roads
in the Koraleigh area.

Sustained pumping by
landholders and in some

cases shire workmen was
carried out on Speewa
Island, Koraleigh and
Goodnight.

Scouring of gravel roads
was some of the most
severe ever encountered.

Moulamein SES, assist-
ed by landholders and
council staff and in some
instances by SES from
Kerang and Swan Hill,
have sandbagged levees,
rescued 3000 sheep on a
Cunninyeuk property and
a smdller number from a
Gee Gee property and in-
spected levees.

Flood levels on the
Wakool River and Coo-
bool Creek system have
been similar to the 1975
level, but higher levels are
expected with the next
rise in the Murray River.

While Moulamein ex-
pects to experience little
difficulty with the rise in
the Edward River, due to
relatively low levels in the
Billabong Creek, both the

Niemur and Wakool sys- .

tems will have serious
flooding.

Pesticide link
in breast milk

URGENT moves are
under way to ban two
widely-used pesticides
in Australia after dan-
gerously high levels
were found in the
breast milk of new
mothers.

The shock findings have
sent alarm bells ringing in
Government circles after
hazardous levels of the
chemicals Dieldrin and

' Heptachlor were found in

100 percent of samples
taken during a recent
medical survey of breast-
feeding mothers in
Western Australia.

Australian Democrats
Senator John Coulter
wants the highly toxic
pesticides banned in Aut-
tralia and will take action
to do so when Parliament
resumes next week.

“The WA research,
published in the Medical

Journal of Australia, sam-"

pled more than 130 new
mothers in hospitals
across the State and found
levels of both chemicals
far'in excess of accepted
World Health Organisa-
tion limits,”” Sénator
Coulter said.

“It is widely known that
both chemicals have been
linked to cancer, birth
defects and the develop-
ment of tumors and should
therefore be banned as a
matter of urgency.

“The latest alarming
results which form the
second of two major
studies conducted on
these chemicals in recent
years, clearly highlights a
major problem in this
country.

“The continued use of
these dangerous  pesti-
cides in homes and build-
ings as a means of fighting
termites is putting every-
one, especially children, at
an unacceptable risk.”

Senator Coulter said
that with such high levels
found in the breast milk of
mothers it appeared-that
many women were walk-
ing time bombs dispensing
a chemical cocktail to
their children.

“There are proven non-
chemical alternatives to
fighting termites that are

completely safe and itis

totally irresponsible for all
Governments, State and
Federal, to ignore the
danger signs,”’ he said.

‘Flood will prove

WAMBA WAMBA

Aboriginal Reserve’s

levee bank suitability
for further permanent
housing would be
tested by the flooded
Murray River next
Monday.

According to Wamba

- Wamba Local Aboriginal

Lands Council co-
ordinator Kim Peat, the
record river level forecast
for Monday would be the
acid test that the reserve
is not threatened by flood
flows.

“If we can withstand
this flood, it negates all
the arguments in relation
to-this site,”” Mr Peat said.

The council desperately
wants to start building
another duplex on the
reserve, but Wakool
Council cannot grant
building approval until the
results of a Murray-
Darling flood plain
management strategy are
released in 1995.

Mr Peat said Wamba
Wamba had $120,000 al-
ready set aside for the
duplex by the Aboriginal

:and Torres Strait Islander

Commission.

He said there were
families still living in tin
sheds at Wamba Wamba.

“They’ve got no cook-
ing or toilet facilities and
the tin sheds are over-
crowded,” he said.

Mr Peat said Wamba
Wamba residents could
not wait another two years
for a further duplex.

He said the council
raised the issue strongly
with Opposition Aborigi-
nal Affairs spokesman
Colin Markham when he
visited the reserve last
week.

He said Mr Markham
was thoroughly briefed on
every aspect of the hous-
ing development applica-
tion.

‘“But he can only act
within the contraints of his
shadow portfolio,”” Mr
Peat said.

He said he believed
about $5 million would be
spent at the reserve in the
long term to provide sub-
stantial infrastrature.

“We are looking at
providing dormitory facil-
ities for the 15-20-year-old
group, so we can equip

serole
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WAMBA WAMBA Local Aboriginal Land Council chairperson Alf Moore (left) in a
meeting with NSW Opposition Aboriginal Affairs spokesman Colin Markham last

them with the skKills to live
in a flat,” Mr Peat said.

He said the council
planned to build kerbing
and roads at the reserve,
and provide lighting and
sewerage infrastructure
over a five-to-six-year
period.

~

Mr Peat said he under-
stood the need for the
flood study, but the
reserve already had very
good levee bank protec-
tion from the Murray and
was not planning any
works to alter flows.

He said while the
proposed housing develop-
ment dominated discus-
sions with Mr Markham,
the council also outlined
its wish to take over two
areas of Crown land in the
Swan Hill district.

Mr Markham stressed
that in no way would the
application impact on
private property and the
areas would remain open
to the public.

week.

In brief . . . In brief . . . In brief
Works delayed

Recent heavy rains seem certain to delay construc-
tion works proposed by Wakool Council.

Routine grading and bridge repairs will be carried
out and preparation of stockpile sites for aggregate for
forthcoming sealing projects.

Mellool meeting off

A meeting of Mellool Rural Watch scheduled for
Friday night has been cancelled.

This is due to farmers in the region battling to con-
tain floodwaters on the Merran Creek and the Murray
and Wakool Rivers.

The meeting has been re-scheduled for some time
in December.

Minister to visit

ACTING Victorigm Premier and Minister for Police and
Emergency Services Pat McNamara will visit Swan Hill
tomorrow for d_iscussions on the flood situation.

Mr McNamara will meet Swan Hill State
Emergency Service personnel at their McCallum Street
office at about 11am and then talk to Swan Hill'shire
and city councillors at the City of Swan Hill reception
room before leaving at 12.30pm.

BALLARAT & CLARENDON COLLEGE

A Co-educational Boarding School of the Uniting Church

BOARDING PLACES FOR 1994
SCHOLARSHIP AND BURSARY PROGRAM

October 14.

The Principal, Mr Alan Ross, will be visiting Swan Hill on Thursday,

Parents who are considering a boarding option for their sons and
daughters are invited to meet him at:

The Lady August Motor Inn
375 Campbell Street, Swan Hill
from 4 to 6pm ¢

to discuss the benefits of a College education and to hear how the
Scholarship and Bursary program may be of assistance.

BALLARAT & CLARENDON COLLEGE
1425 Sturt Street, Ballarat, Vic, 3350
Phone (053) 31-1355, Fax (053) 32-3553

CELEBRATING A NEW ERA
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