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']ease write letters of
- no more than 300 \
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Shorter letters will
‘receive preference.
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(they are the ones who
cut your handyman fund-
ing) to come and to can-
vas states as well as
flaunt their favorite baby,
a new flag for the
Olympics. ;
Secondly the cost of
these gigantic functions
would probably have
brought half a load of
gutteram sand, com-
pared to the input of
probably $560,000 for the
several shire based foot-
ball clubs.
Congratulations presi-
dent Don and your fellow
councillors on your inita-
tive in doing the public
relation exercise.

BERNARD J.
THOMPSON
President

Koondrook Football

Club. -

Appreciation

On behalf of the mem-
bers of the Kerang Self
Help Group of the Al-
zhelmer Society of Vic-
toria we wish to express
our sincere thanks and
appreciation for the sup-
port we received from
the Kerang Community
in the sale of our 10th An-
niversary Badges. We in-
tend placing information
books at Doctors’ Surger-
ies, and the Library.

Thank you Kerang and
District.

JOAN MITCHELL,

Co-ordinator,

KARDS.

* URGENT MEDICAL ATTENTION
Cul Ambulance on 11440
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Mr-Brian Moore watches as firefighters pump

D

water from his property at the corner of

Victoria
and Ninth streets, Kerang. o SR

lood loss grants

THE Minister for
Police and Emergency
Services, Mr Pat Mec-
Namara has authorised
the payment of personal
hardship grants to per-
sons who have suffered

losses in floods in central
and north Victoria.

Mr McNamara today
designated the floods an

emergency gustifying the
granting of emergency
financial assistance to
flood victims.

Emergency grants ac-
tivated by the Depart-
ment of Health and Com-
munity Services can pro-
vide immediate as-
sistance to people in ur-
gent need of food, cloth-
ing or shelter. Up to $280
per adult and $140 per
child to a maximum of
$700 per household can
be provided.

The temporary Living
Expenses Grant and the
Re-Establishment Grant
are activated by the
Minister for Police and
Emergency Services or
the Premier, and are me-

ans tested.

Grants to a maximum
of $140 per adult plus $70
per child, to a maximum
of $560 per week per
household, to a maxi-

mum of 26 weeks or

$5600 can be made avaii-
able. The Government
can recover the funds if
the recipient recovers
through an award of
damages or compensa-
tion. :
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VFF flood assessment

THE Victorian Farm-
ers’ Federation has
called for a review of the
state’s flood warning sys-
tem after central and
north-east farmers
suffered heavy losses
caused by freak rains
this week.

‘“There appears to be
very little warning for
farmers of imminent
flooding in many areas of
the state and the federa-
tion plans to work close-
ly with Government to
improve warning proce-
dures,” VFF president,
Mr Bill Bodman said
today.

“It will be some days
or even weeks before the
devastation can be
properly assessed but
early indications are
flood damage to residen-
tial areas will be coupled
with considerable losses
in agriculture and its in-

frastucture,” Mr Bod-
man said.

Farmers have not only
measured losses in
drowned stock but also
on damage to fencing,
bridges, irrigation eqi-
qu_igment and pasture, he
said.

Rain has also affected
farmers as far west as
Boort, where tomato
crops destined for
processing have been
decimated by local flood-
ing, Mr Bodman said.

“Without doubt State
and Federal Government
assistance will be re-
quired to get devasted
farmers back on their
feet once the floodwater
have dropped. The VFF
will speak with relevant
Ministers to ensure farm-
ers’ problems are ade-
quately addressed,’ he
said.

SOCIAL SECURITY SUPPORT

THE Minister  for
Social Security, Mr
Peter Baldwin said yes-
terday that departmen-
tal staff were making
sure payments and ser-
vices were still getting
through to clients In
flood-ravaged Victoria
despite the difficult cir-
cumstances. :

"Extra staff, including
social workers, are
operating in the flood
atfected areas to make
sure that the needs of
the communities are
being met," said Mr
Baldwin. ik

"They are providing
support and information
about Social Security

payments and are work-
ing closely with the
Victorian Department of
Health and Community
Services."

Mr Baldwin pointed
out that some people
affected by the floods
may be entitled to
Special Benefit.

People in the flood
stricken areas who need
help form DSS should
ring the Social Security
Teleservice Centre on 13
2468. For information in
languages other than
English they should ring
the Multilingual Tele-
phone Information ser-
vice on 13 1202.




