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warm day wiin a irest
ening north to north-
westerly wind.

Warning of moderate
flooding current for the
Murray River from
Echuca to Wakool
Junction and minor
flooding current for the
Loddon River down-
stream of Laanecoorie
Reservoir. Outlook
Saturday: Scattered

showers. Cold wind.
Sunday: Fine. Cool.
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Creek floods and saw
the aftermath of Sun-
day’s 66 cm downpour in
Kerang where water
was still being pumped
from streets aiter the
wettest October day on
record.

Borough engineer and
local State Emergency
Service controller, Mr
Colin Campbell, led Mr
Lloyd and  State
Member for Rodney, Mr
Noel Maughan on a tour
of the Loddon River
area upstream and
downstream of Kerang.

Mr Lloyd inspected the
Barham-Koondrook
area, the lower reaches
of the Loddon River
catchment and the lakes
area from the air.

“For families, there is
the despair and loss of &
flooded home and for
farmers the loss of
crops and stock anc
fences just when a rea-
sonable season seemec
secure.

“The dairy industry
the major primary an
food processing indus
of the valley, the flood-:
ing of so much irrigatec
pasture is particularly
galling as production
will suffer at a time
when there is good
international demand
for Australian dairy
products”, he said.

Mr Lloyd also saic
that much of the
region’s tomato crop 1s
devastated and grain
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Federal politician, Mr Bruce
the air a landscape
and waterlogged paddocks.
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The election Was
called after no no
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Lloyd said after aerial
an %ound inspections
on ednesday that
houses and farms have
been inundated for over
200 km across the
region.

he great Goulburn
and Murray Valley irri-
gation areas are almost
a sea of water and that
water has dramatically
interfered with the lives
of thousands of people”,
he said.

Mr Lloyd inspected
areas near Kerang
affected by the Loddon
River and Pyramid

inspected
flooding in the Sheppar-
ton region.

The inspection
revealed thousands of
hectares of waterlogged
paddocks in the Kerang
area, flood mitigation
preparations at Barham
and Koondrook and the
swollen Loddon River.

Mr Lloyd said that the
effect on the regional
community was clearly
evident.

“Unfortunately, none
of these communities
are yet secure if there is

more heavy rain in the
next week.

crops damaged.

The bigﬁest imﬂpact of
Murray River flooding
in the Barham-Koon:
drook area will be mod
erate to major inunda:
tion of farms.

Local State Emer-
gency Service con-
troller, Mr Neil Whelan
said that both towns
should be able to with-
stand a flood peak of
about 6.16 metres,
expected about October
18.

The river height yes-

terday was 6.09 metres
and rising gradually

Continued Page 2

Town pumping follows
wettest October day

COUNCIL staff, fire-
fighters and residents
have pumped thousands
of litres of water off
Kerang properties this
week in the wake of the
wettest October day on
record.

Sunday’s 66.6 mm
downpour left streets
flooded and sewers
blocked and pumping to
alleviate the problems
continued until late yes-
terday. :

Residents were still
reporting water under
houses yesterday.

Borough engineer, Mr
Colin Campbell said that
the last major pumping
operation on Wednesday
involved removing
water from the Tate
drive industrial estate
and adjoining residen-
tial area. _

Half of the Airport
road carriageway was
closed to traffic at
Boundary street to
enable water to be

umped across the road
?o enter the stormwater
drainage system,

Firetighters helped
council staff late on

Monday and Tuesday.

Mr Brian Moore’s
entire house block at the
corner of Victoria and
Ninth streets was inun-
dated and firefighters
took four hours to clear
the water.

Mr Campbell said that
some ﬂoogm' and sew-
erage overflows were
aggravated by down-
pipes illegally entering
sewerage vents an
some manhole lids not
being fitted tightly.

“It wasn’t the amount
of rain we had that
caused the trouble, it
was the intensity”, he
said.

Mr Campbell said that
council had allocated
nearly $50,000 this finan-
cial year for drainage
maintenance, an in-
crease of $20,000.

He said that council
was i1nvestigating a
number of options to
assist drainage, includ-
Ing using the former
railway dam as a
retarding basin and
more pumps.

Sun aav’s deluge has
cost Cohuna Shire

to shire engineer, Mr
George Payne.

Mr Payne said it was
the worse devastation
he had ever seen in the

shire caused by rain-
associated flooding.

He said the torrential
rain created a lot of
problems for the shire’s
road systems, wit": sec
tions of at least 14 roads
totally submerged.

Mr Payne said imme-
diate short-term dam-
age involved scoured
and pot-holed gravel
road surfaces.

He said rain saturatec
pavements and sealed
roads could lose their
firm base and start
breaking up, resulting in
long term ge.

Some minor property
damage was also
incurred.

Shire staff and
Leitchville Fire Brigade
members helped sand-
bag a home i
Leitchville on Sunday

night. -
Mr Payne said the
town’'s drainage water
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follow-

i rojects.
tion proj offered his

Treac
cohgrgratula{ions to Mrs

Angel.

Sunday night and early
Monday morning and
were busy again on

had flooded along the
drain system and had
inundated the premises.

Council between $30,000
and $50,000 damage to
road assets, according

Government elections.
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